| / R oye - ; wo le: 
ſ AN A N SWER 


To an Epiſtle publiſhed by 
a toman Carholick who 


{tiles himſelf, 


Cap. RoBtrT EVERAKRD: 


And may ſerve for an Anſwer to 
ewo Popiſh Treatiſes, the 'one Enti- 
ruled, 7he Dueſtion of Queſtions z and 
the other, Fiat Lux : our of which 
Books the Arguments urged in the ® 

' ſaid Epiltle againſt the Aurhoricy of 
the Scriptures, and the pretended. 
Infallibilicy of che Romaz Church 3 
are Colle&ed. ; 


Inw hich Anſwer, the aurhority of the SCriptures j is 
vindicated, "amd the Arguments for the 
Romiſh Infallibility Refured, 


By 7.1 
Prov. 8. 7. He that is firſt n bis own cauſe ſeemeth ly 
j*{t, but b4s ncighvou7, cometh and. ſearcheth bim. F 
Job. 6.2«. How forcible are right words , but. what C 
cr _ a gings __ Py 


_————— 
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EV2&YAk / 


SO SOS OLA GASPOROS 
TTLIIIEGt 


TO THE 


READER 


Reader, 


DIAS Ince the Word of God 
"Q Df ' which he bath exal- 
DIS ted above all his 
PW" Name, to be as a 
þ liobs ſhining in a dark place, 
'Þ andas a Ruleto try DoGrines, 

| whether they are of Heawen, or 
* of Men, is by Roman Catho- 
|. licks cried down, as altogether 
infſfetess for that purpoſe'; by 
Az reaſon 


3, 


SOLO 


| © 


'To the Reader. 


rewſon whereof. they bawe, and 
do aarly bermale unStable Souls : 
I'fball there «ſore, as a preface to' 
this enſuing Piſconrſe. lay be- 
fore you the Judgement of Christ 
and bis Apdſiles, and diverſe 
of the* Anticnt Faibe*s -C whe 
trod? in thetr path: s) apc 'L 


A» 


the B, BL tures, 1-5 com-! 
pare "them: ip ine Tult - erty? 
of, te |Romine CCathi icks , 
that ſo trying all thin 'M thou , 
14 2ycf bold fiſt ti:at PPieb. Ty 
bf In the feſt place, it was. 
the Tudgemer, ar of ChriSt (wt: ofe 
ndgomant is bile vea by all 
Cheri izans to be lufallible) Chat 
Men ovghr to ſearch the 
Scrip- 


'To the Reader. | 
Scriptures, Joh. 5.39. And that 
the reaſon why the Jews did epre 
in the DoGtrine of the Reſur- 
reivn was, becauſe they'did 
not know the {criprure, Mark 
12. 24, He judged that the rea- 
ſon why the Jews did not be- 
lieve him, was, becauſe they 
did not believe the Scriptures, 
Jo. 5.46. He judged the Serip- 
tures 'to be Armour of proof 
againſtthe Devil; Mat. 4. 6,7. 
He comntutes his Adverlaries 
by therh, Joh. 8.17. Mat, 13. 
4, 5. This was alſo the judge- 
ment and. praiſe of the Apo- 
files ; therefore they commend 
the Bareans for ſearching the | 
Scriptures, AQts 17+ t1, Hence 

| #a:-- it 


To the Reader; 


it was that they mightily comvin- 
ced'the Jews , ſbewing by the 
HS criptures, That Jeſus was the 
Chriſt, AQs 48, 28.; The A- 
poſtle informs Timothy, That 
they were able to make wile 
to Glvatien, and that they 
were Profitable for Docdrine, 

for Reproof, for CorceRion, 

and for InſtrucGion in Righte- 
oulteſſe, 2Tim,3.15,16-And 
that if we fulfil 5 ah Royal law 
according/tothe ſcriptures, we 
ſhall do well, Jam. 2.8. 'That 
they were written for our ad.- 

m0nition,upon whom the ends 
of the world are come, 1 Cor, 1.0: 
11. Andtharthey were Writ- 
ten for our learning , that we 


ch rough 


'Lo:the Reader. 
through patienceand comfore 
. of the (criptures might have 
. Hope,Rom. 15. 4. This wiz 
"alſo the judgment of the Fa- 
thers, who followed the foor- 
ſteps of. Chriſt and his A- 
| poliles. St. Auguſtine ſazth, 
| «pos the 8. Fſalm, That God 
hath: bowed down the. {crip- 
| tures tothe capacity of' Babes 
and Sucklings , that - when 
| proud men will not ſpeak to 
| their capacity, himielt might, 

And again, the ſame Authour 
ſaith, That our Faith would 
ree] and totter if the Authori- 
ry of the ſcriptures did not 
, ſtand faſt, de DoS. Chriſt, Lib. 
I. Cap. 37. 
| | St, 


capacity of every Servant an 
 Plow-Man, and: Widow, and 
Boy, and therefore God Ren- 
.nedche icriptuies by the hand 


of the :fimple -people might 


have” any excuſe to » keep 


. - TotheReader, | 
_ $t:Chryloſt.ſaitb, The icri- 
prares. are cafie ro be under- 
ſtood, and are expolicd to th 


of Publicans:, - Filher-men , 
Cent-makers , Near -heards, 
and Unlearned mcn,that none 


them from reading, Hom. r. 1 


Mat. 


Ag in be {aith, That what- 
foever is required to {a[vation: 
is all ſec down in ſcriptures, 
neither 1s there any thing 
wanting there, that is need- 


tall 


To the Reader. 

fall for mans falvation, ' How. 
44; 74 Mat .' 

Faſtin Martyr ſa#b, That 
-wethould' hear the words of 
the ſcriptures; © which are ſo 
plain and-eafie, thatrhey need 
no'Expoſition, but tobe re- 
hearted, Dialogue' caur T ri- 
s, pron. wh | = ls. 2 
1e A Hierome ſaith, What- 
ht {deyer chings men tind and 
Pf feipn without the Authority, 
nl atid 'Feſtimony of the (crip- 

tures, as'tf they were from A- 
C- poflolical'Tradirion are {mit- 
nj re#by the {word of, God, ſee 
S,| Comment, in Hagg, Cap. 2, 

07 the other hard, the Ro- 
may Catholicks ſay, The Icrp- 
. tures 


To the Reader; 


tures areno certain Rule, no 
Infallible guide ; and thatall 
things neceſlary co lalvation, 
are not contained” in them; 
See the Books Entitled , the 
Queltion of Queſtions, and 
Fiat Lux, and the Epiſtle Pub. 
liſhed by Everard, to which this 
Anſwer is DireSed, T hey for- 
bid the People to uſe and hd 
them. See Everards Epiltle. þ4. 
14. He ſaith, Thoſe words in 


. the 5. of Fohx are fo far from 


being a Command to ſearch 

the {crigtures,chat they rather 

leem a reprehenſion to all 

- chat kave tuch a conceit of 
them. 

Againthey |. M The ſcrip. 

. utes 


A LU 


'To'the Reader. 
pturesare firted to the time , 
- and are variably underſtood ; 
the ſenſe whereof being one 
white this, and again, another 
while thac, according as it 
pleaſeth the - Charch to 
| change her judgement, See 
Culan. Ep.2.37. | 
Again, T be Bifbop of To- 
ledo's putting forth the Bible 
in divers Languages, puts the 
Latine T ranſlation in the midſt 
$* between the Hebrew and Greek, 
and then ſaith, the Greek and 
Hebrew he. placed of either - 
fide as two Thieves, and the 
Latime between them, as Je- 
ſus Chriſt. 
Others of them call the Scri- 
Pptures 


To the Reader: 


Ptuzes anole of wax, that way | 1 
be writhed aty. way, anda | 
dumb;Judge, &c: 9:5 f 
Now whoever ſhall but in  f 
partially Iuy the judgment ,-of || 
theſe . men concerning . the $trj- | fi 
Pptures."in . the ballance of the | tl 
SanGiuary , and compare them | ti 
with what Chriſt, his Apoſtles, | c 
. and their followers. judged of 
them, may eafily ſeethat there is 
. more excellency in the gleanings 
_ of tbe Seriptures, then in the:full. 
Vintzge of the Pope and all bis 
Cardinals; whoſe" Vines» aro 
 like.thoſe vf Sodom; by .reafor 
. whereof: the Nations bawe betrr | 
intoxicated , and made. drun'; 
. with the wine of ber-fornication. 

| For: 


To the! Reader, 


| For if they were not drunk, they 


| ould. never quit both S$cri- 


pture and Reaſos, and the S p1- 
rit- of God ,, all.that by. which 
they become both Men and Chri- 


ſftians, to bearken to the woice of 


the Ronnſh Charmers, who ra- 
ther then they will want water to 
carry Proſelytes tothe. Romiſh 
Sea, care not thongh they open 
the flood-gates of- Atheiſm: and- 
Amiſcripturiſm upon the Chri- 

ian World. For who ſeeth 
not ( but be that is willing #0 be 
blind") that the' arguments le- 
vied by then for wounding tbe” 
reputation of Scriptures , are 
as a,ſhatp ſword ready to paſs 
through the reins of Chriſtianity 


z 


| . Deſires of thy Friend, 


To the Reader, 


it ſelf. For the prevention 


whereof, I bawe publifbed this 
enſuing Anſwer, - which I do de- 
fire may be impariially confeder- 
ed ; and the Lord give you un- 
derflanding in all things , and 
open your underſtanding , that 
you - may underſtand the Scri- 
ptures ; that ſo taking to your 
ſelves the ſword of the Spirit , 
which is the word of God, . you 
#1ay be able to reſiſt all the ad- 
werſaries of your pretious ſc ouls, 
who daily ſeek to make merchan- 
dize of you ; and tbat you may 
fo do, ſhall be the Prayers, aud 
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ghee cadenegnegets 

POS SBOOOCOSFOOUOUGS 
I ome is m0 OI : 


An Anſwer to,"5n Epitts 
publiſhed by a Roman Ca- 
"hokck who "Giles himſelf 


Cap, Ronant Evsrany, 
(1 vl ba >») 


EE this diſcourſe ; I 

ie take a view. of i irs Front 
_ "Rear, I .mean./the Title: and 
Poſt-\ctipr': In the Title you' have 
the ſuperſctiptioniof 4» Eprfile, ts 
the ſeveral Congregatzons of Now-con= 


nn ds. 4 | 
B Hers 


TS}: , 

Here would gladly be informed 
who you mean by this xerra of d&ib- 
cttmination, Non Conf rmils, Either 
you mean all that Conform not to 
the Church® of Rome, or' all that 
Confoxm not to the Church of 
England ;'. if you mean alizhar Con- 
form not to the Church 'of Rozee , 
then the Chureh of Exgland 15 con- 
ceracd in this Epiſtle , . and rec- 
koned by you' among all other Seas 
and -Heretieks © but if by \Non-Con- 
forriffs: you would dilcryainate all 
that Contorm e to the x of 
England; then'your' Mather the pre- 
tended Holy Catholick Church 'O 
concernedin your Epiltle, they be- 
ing: Non-Conformeſts 'to: the Church, | 
of Exzland, as well (or rather as ill) 
as. others 5; aud good reafon (he 
ſhould be concerned , fince ſhe 
hath furniſhed: you with- all your | 
Weapons tor this \Warfare out of 
ker Armoury.:: and it is but- a ptece 
of gratitude to direct that to her. 
4M: | which!) 


[3] 

which you fo lately received fronz 

from her;:- tor heghat hath a hand. 

t9'take, and not 2 tyngue to return 

chanks, deſerves for the future. ta 

be both lame and dumb, 
Having. viewed the Superſcripti-. 

on, I come to the Subſcriber, and he 

is n0 leſs then a Captain , Captain 

Robert Ewverard, But where was he 

a Captain, and whom.did he cgm»' 

mand > Let hinz. ſpeak for himſelf 

he is old enough, He tells us be was; 

at the bead of a Traop 1# the rebellion 

| Army: See h1s Poſtsſcript, pe. 40. 

| Fur what 2 Peer. 8. ». that: 

\ | this Honqur was not fatd inthe dplt, / 

rather then prefixed in the Title of & | 


| Book? Surely had.ypu been traly 
) | humbled for that Rebellion, as you. 
pretend, you would haye ſaid of 
* | all the honour that; you acquired - 
© | thereby, as Ephrazm ſaid of his Idols; 
tl What' have 1 to do any more with 
| J0u2 | | 

Cr In the next place I cangot but ob- 
1 3: B z ſerye 


- DEF. 
ſerve the place where this' Epiſtle 
was printed, and-tt you wiil believe 
it ,'1t was printed at Parjs,-- 1 {ce 
you have -lcarned one, -it not all the 
The -thrce things which # learned 
man' obſerves Children ſoon learn 
of thetr Mothers, Pride, Revenge, 
_ a#Eying': this faſt appears in that 
you have made” a Lye your refuge, 
by faying youtEpiſtlc was printed 
at-Pari#.* "rut let rhe ask you the 
Queſtion which*you ask your Rea- 
der;- p.'20, Whbwill adventure (lay 
ou )* td: #abe. oath- the Scriptures we 
ave, agree with the Originals #* So lay 
TI, Who will adventure ro make 
oatfy that 'this' Epiſtle was printed at” 
Pars: Surely we are like to-meet 
. With little rruth fin the Houſe when 
1'Lyc-in Capials ,- and a- Capital 
5ye is Infcribed-on-the Porch ,- asa 
2040p rinter will witncf, to your” 
ace; if occaſjon ſerve, 

I come now to the Poſt-ſcript,' 
herein you caution your Reſpon- 
akin ws: dent, 


[5] 
dent, p.39. to ſet down your onn words 
4s they lye intirely, mzthout maintaining 
them : and alſo, if be anſwers by Pa- 
ragraphs , to ſet down your whole Parg- 
graphs, 
dir ,. give me leave totell you, 
that you require a thing impoſſible, 
for there is in your Epiltle 10 little 
ot you,as any one may percetve (by 
your own words) and by comparing 
1t with the Book Entituled , (The 
Queſtion of Bueſitons, and Fiat Lux.) 
that it is hard to fay whether any 
thing be yours beſides theſe rhree 
words, CAPTAIN ROBERT 
EVERARAD, and therefore if 
you would have had a diſtin Arf- 
1wer to all your. Arguments, you 
1hould have diitingutthed what had 
been-vours, trom what was other 


mens, by a'different Character, as * - 


is utual in {ſuch caſes. 

You go on in- your. Poſt-ſcripr 
and forewarn your Reſpondent , 
that beſet not up a Puppit of his awn.in 

B 3 _ ſtead 


[6] 
flen# of Anſwering, If he doth ſer up 
a\Pvppir of his own, he hath done 
more then you, who have ſcarce ſer 
wp any thing of your own, beſides 
your name, But (what) if be ſet up 
a Puppit of his 0wn and call it yours , 
( you ay ) he will not make your Ar- 
guments, but his bin ridiculous, Tru- 
ly he may poſſibly make his own, 
bur he cannot make your Argu- 
ments ridiculous, becanſe he knows 
- not any one that is yours in all the 
Epiſtle. 

- The nexrtthing you caution your 
Reſpondent is, That be would forbear 
ul reproaches and. ſlansers aptinft the 
Cetholick Church, or Catholicks in gene- 
ral, or in particular , which (fay you) 
ws # fault Proteftants are toy wich tn ge- 
weral additted to. 

Sir, I perceive this Counſel is ca- 
ſier given then taken, elſe why do 
you refleft reproach upon Prote- 
ſtamts in generaltn the ſame breath, 
1hwhich you invite them to for- 
bear reproaches > Again, 


7 

Again, You ſay, That the Prebytes 
1148s and. Independents do by the Carbs; 
licks as they ard by his late Woajehs af 
gloriou memory, and with our moſt aread 
Sowerargn that now #, end their Party, 
(viz.) to empute criypes to them, with: 
out -enq, akd erronrs. tunumerable , 
without taking care to examine whether 
what) they charged ws true. or falſe. ., . 

Sir, 1 have four or fave. things. tp 
ask you; ,1 Whether you did uſc 
ro do ſo by the Kings Majeſty waen 
you were an Independent, and, at 
the head of your Rebellious Troop.2 
2 Whether you believe rhe Kings 
Majeſty hath pardoned you and all 
that were ſo wickedly , minded > 
3 Whether {incc yo were pardon- 
ed, you would haveany to upbraid 
you with tholc pardoned Crimes ? 
It not, then 4 Why do you that 
pretend toſo much Charity, do that 
ro others, you would. not be done 
unto > Laftly, Why do you violate 


the Lavy of your Soveraign ,,who 
| B4 hath 


£8] 
hath forbidden upon a penalty, that 
thoſe things Hold be remembred 

- any that he hath bcen: ploa- 


d to bury in' Obliyion >  --Bur 
Sir if you -were not a+.Novice - 


inthe Catholick Way , 'you might 
know that the people you are now 
fallen in with, have - been the moſt 
guilry (in ſpeaking cvilof,” and do- 
ing evil to men in Authorit y) of 
any that cyer'mentioned thc aings 
of Chriſt ; witneſs their traducing 
King Henry $. for that ever-ro be 
admired', and /to-be remembred 
work of tis in throwing off the 
Popes 'Supremacy ;- how Trave the 


Romanilits reported it- as a Conlc- ' 


quent of his Luſt and Levity »-How 
then can they haye any-regard to 
che preſent Rulers, wh daily rc- 
vile their Predeceſlors, Whercin a- 
ny of them have ated againſt their 
Intereſts > witneſs both - the Gun- 
powder Treaſon. and the- 1riſh:Re- 
*bellion, 24nd what 'good: -Allegi- 


ance | 


rs Fes \ uu. $ y_. ,. _.- __ "I PEE IY a 


49] 
ancecan his Majeſty that niow:is ex- 
pect trom you > Who fortaking a 
People that: deſtroyed. one King, 
and-pretending repentancetor that, 
go"and joyne with. a people whoſe 
Principle is ro: Depote and. i;cftroy 
Kings, "FTE 

Paſſing from your Title and Poſt- 
Script, I now come to Encounter 
with the main Body. of your Ept- 
le ; In the Front whereot You place 
a Text out of the great dt. Av7*yn? 
againſt Manichew , whole Words 
are theſe ; If thou ſhalt find apy one who | 
doth not as yet. believe the Goſpel, what 
wilt thaggdo when he ſtall ſay,unto thee, [ 
do not believe 8 But neither. had I be- 
liewed the Goſpel, unleſs I had been 
thereunts moved by the 'Authari:y of the 
Catholick Churth : Thoſe therefore to 
whom 1 ſubmitted, when they required 
meto believe the Gefpel ; Hhy jhanld 1 
at yueld Qbedience to them, when tity 
perſwade me nat to believe Maniche- 


us, mor 
| Thus 


[20] 
Thus ſpeaks Auſtin, and more 0 
the ſame purpoſe : 1o which VAn- 
twer, That this Text out of Auſizne 
_ be applyed toiany Church as 
well as to yours ; And it the Church 
of Enzlaud ſhall perſwade any.one 
that is a Jew, to turn, and beceme a 
Chriſtian, may he not ſay he did 
well to. believe. them when they 
perſwaded him to believe the Gol- 
pel > Why therefore ſhould he nor 
believe them when they periwade 
him not to turn Roman Catholick's 
But to this Text I ſhall ſubjoyne 
Two Texts more our of the ſame 
Anthour againſt rhe o_—_ : The 
DOveſtion ({aith he) between Us and the 
Yonatilts, z5, where 2s the Church 2 
This is the Queſtion, between the 
Proreitants and the Romaniits ; He 
Anſwers ,- Let wot theſe Spreches: be 
beard among you ; This 1 ſay and this 
thou ſaye3t, but let us hear what the Lord 
ſayes : There are certain Books of God, 


unto whoſe Authority we both confent.. 


Thzore 


? 7 a A» t, =, kJ 
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(72 ] 
There:vt us try our Gaufe z, There let w 
ſeek the Church : Aud again. in the 
Scriptures, have we learned Chriſt z In 
the Scriptures ,. have we learned the 
Church, Ep. 166, | ad Dnnatifh. 
Wholoever ſhall compare theſe 
Texts'out of Avſtiney, thay eaſily 1a- 
tisfie himtelt, What bis Judgment 
was in the Queſtion between You 
and Us, (/:2.) whether we ſhould 
learn Chriſt and the Scriptures 
from the Church, or whether we 
ſhould learn Chriſt and the-Church 
from the Scriptures > To this pur- 
pote Epiphany ipeaking of a t:eri- 
tick, Saith ; This Mans found drfjer+ 
22 from the HOLY SCRI1IP- 
TUKES, 4 wil appenr to all Men 
that Read attentewely : Tf he them dg] ent 
from them, he is altogether an Ales 
to the Holy Catholick Church, Epipha+ 
ni Tom, 1. 11b.2.her. 48. it teems 
in his time, all men were permitted 
to read the Scriptures attentively, to 
inform their -minds an the [Truth 
d what- 


[12 ] 
-WHhatever.1s Now a daycs peevecuing 
to the contrary.” 

I proceed. now to the Epiſtle it 
lol; ln rhe. beginning whereof, 
Page 7. -You give anaccount of he 
Reaſons of 1ts ; Publication : which 
arc ;:79 Arſwer ExpeAation, to: Pre- 
wet the World from cenſurins, and to 
manifeit your charity to your te dear 
Brethren, from who you have reteived 
returns of Afetton. 

I did expect that among thoſe Mo- 
tives that prevailed with vou to 
publiſh the grounds of your change; 
1 ſhould have found you laying, 
that the Glory-of God had been the 
chief moving Caulc : But i finde 
not a word of that, and theretvre 
however you may have Antwered 
the ExpeCtations of. others ; 1.am 
ſure you have not anſwered mine; 

Burt further. you tay, you publtih- 
ed your Epiſtle, Toprevent the World 
from cenſuring : Sir, Whatever you 
promilſcd your. lelte 4 10 the begin» 
ning 
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+ 
ning of your Book; your heart fail- 
ed for fear of obtaining; when you 
it} had finiſhed it; And therefore you 
f: | are forced to Ride Poft after your 
1ef Reader, and pray'him,, That þ#Ywoutd - 
hf z0t wp-braid you ; As if you bad fome 
of private exals of your own, 11 your prefent 
to change : See the PoſtScript in Page 


O.. | | 
a , Which plaialy 'fhews that you 

had fome mit-givings of hearr, rhat 
>- | all you had fpokenthroughoat your 
Book would not Aniwer your end; 
Viz.) Keep the World from cenſuring./ 
And as for thar/ other end.,; which 
you. pretend” itt the -publiſhing of 
your. Book'; Namely, Charity tb your 
late Brethren, "Truly whatever you 
pretend , they will ſcarce believe* 
you, becaule rm yourPoſt-Script you 
uncharitably impure the Calumnies 
| and Slanders that were caft \upon 
{ } his fate Ma'eſty, and his Majeſty 
that riow 15, to the Preſbiterians, 
and Independens Indefinitly with- 
= Out 


= ww 0 .& v.w © 


[24] 
out exception -: Is this Charity's 
And this ynchaittaplenets of yours, 
15 grigevaully aggravated ; Firit, Be- 
caule it, ts bately remembered by 
you,” who were 4p.the ſame Cons 
demmnation. with. others z And,. Se 
condly, Becauſc K-is mentianed af- 
' ter tt. hath þeen pardoned by the 
Kings Majeſty; And 1s this your 
graictull retuyr-for that loys which 
your late Brethren haye manifeſted 
to you 2 If fo, ſurely the charity of 
a Catholigk, and the mercies ot the 
wicked. are alike cxuel, 34 
You proceed, like-a Romane Cas 
tholick,,and in the lazrer end of page 
the x, , Sound a Frumpet in your 
own pre, Þy laying , That your 
carrigge ws elngies fuch, (while you 
was 4n Communion: with - them 
(racaning your late Brethren)! 4 
cave theps ſufficient reaſon to believe 
that you was not Byaſſed by warld wtereſts 
a4 ſeljih conſiderations. But if any 
body believes fo, they my.Qr0s ; 
| a 
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becauſe they do nor believe as the 
Church'believes, 


.  Inthe Second Page, you tell us, 

how, you came to be acquainted 

witha Lay Gentle-Man of the Ca- 

tholick perfwaſion, and how he in- 

cerrogated you about the grounds 

of Chriſtian Religion :.'The fub-s 

fiance of his Queſtions was to this 

purpole ; Whether you were: ſure the 

Cheat ian Religuon 12 General was more 

true then the Religion of Tarks, Jews, 

or any others, &c 3 The Reaſon be gave 

for this queſt ton. 'was, that if neither 
your ſelf, nor thoſe that taught you, that 
Ch#:ſtzanty was.the only [of way to Seb 
Ta108:was infalltbly certain; or were 
capable. of any.miftakes or erpouv in this 
thing :\ Then it. followed that Chriſii- 
anity was but probable ., and. cer- 
FH, | 

. From Page ſecond, to the eighth,; 
you recite what Arguments your 
Catholick Friend uſed to + prove 
theſe things to you, (YVaz.)That we 


could 


[16] 
could wot conzince a Turk or. a.Jew of 
the certaznty of Chrisceanity. but: by the 
Churches' 1nfallibility.;' hich tors 
bear to make a reply unto, partly.be- 
eaule it 15 but a Narrative of a:pris 
yate/ Qanterence between you ang 
that” Catholick . Gentle-Man ;'And 
chiefly becauſe I thall have. oeca- 
ſion ro:tpeake _ to the very ſame 
things.in'my following Antwers tg 
your Arguments, to which... refer 
the Reader, avvaht > 20: a 

Yau come mthe. latter end.of the. 
- 8. Page, to te.] us.what Effe&s this 


Conterence had:upyn your nder- 


ſtanding 4 as\ that-thereupon.; "You 


reſol ved te.hawe. Recaurſe to Almighty 


God by Prayer: for his. Druine .aſsi/iance, 
and to. make it your buſpnejſe accordimy to 
your Shall and.underſianaenn, to take @ fill. 
wiew of the Catholick Faith, and of Chis 
 ſtranity; and lying aſide all Prejudites,) 


Pride, and Humours 4, You Reſolved to 


embrace (by the aſriftance. of God\what- 
Joe ver you ſhould underſtandto —_ 
IGG 2 is 
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bis moſt Holy Will and Pleaſure; . 
. , Hereupon let me aske you a few , 
queſtions ; Firſt, how are you ſure 
you had a-Divine Aſſiſtance in this 
choice, as an  Aniwer to your 
Prayers, fince when you made theſe 
Prayers, you were not a member of 
your pretended Catholick Church > 
Secondly, How are you ſure, ſince 
the heart of Man is deceittull, that 
your heart did not decetve you , 
when it inclined you to Popery 
Thirdly, When you ſay you made 
this ſcarch according to the utter- 
moſt of your ndcr ning how 
do you infallibly know that your 
underſtanding was not depraved , 
and that you were not gtven over 
roan injudicious mind > Fourthly, 
Did you not pretend to have uſed 
rhe ig means to find out the rrue 
Church when you turned ar» Inde- 


jg pendent, as you did when you did 


turn Papiſt > Laſtly, If fo, how are 
you more able b- Anſwer the Turk 
or 


[18] 
or Jew now, then: you- were when 
your- 'Catholick Friend began to 
diſcourſe-withyou ? 

In the latter end of p, 8. andthe 
beginning of the-g; You lay, that 
Ton gathered from Heb. 4x. 6. Mark 
p 6.46, Eph.4.5; 2 Cor. 10.. 45. 
Heb 10. +3, From all which Secrip- 
tures (where God requires Faith) you 
ſay) you thought it did naturally fol- 
low that there mm(t be ſome means ap= 
pointed by God,hy which we may know 
this true faith from all falſe Opmions, 
or elſe you ſay, p.10. that Propheſie 
would be inefſetnal, Elay 35. Say to 
then that are of a (fearjull heart, De 
ftrang, fear not, hefold your God will 
come and ſave you : Then the eyes of 
the btind ſh4ll be opened, and the eares 
of the deaf ſhall be unſtopped, Kc. 
1 bere ſhall be one high way,and a way, 
an it ſhall be calied the holy way: the 
way faring men, though fools ſhall not 
erre therean. 


Y 


| Now 
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(you ſay} 95 #0 finde:out the Rule and 


Ld 


[a9] 
-">Now fince God hath appointed 
fach a way's Towr great difficulty 


#he Judges ſince one party propojetb 
_ ſpires ito be his guides a Second, 

opoſeth"{Reaſox 10:be his Rule; # 
Ubad, propojeth . Scriptnres ;, The 
Fourth aſſreneth the. on Catbebieh 
Oburch, &c 

You antwerto the Euft, and ſay, 
That the / parit bearing) witneſs with 
our.{pirts, or 'in plais terms, the pri- 
vate ſpirit-i #1 nor tbat judge - Your 
reaſon. is, becauſe any one, whetber 
he be Jew, Pazan, or chriſtian, #f he 
Have but confidence enongh way pre» 
tend to the Spirit, -::. 

Bur ſince (you ſay) the orcat dif 
ficulty 1s to tinde out the Rule;;.I 
would gladly knows. how this: dif- 
ficulty:ſthall be infallibly' reſolved? 
For if the private ſpirit within me 


' muſt not refolve me, nor my. reaſon 


muſt not be. my Rule, nor the Scrip- 
tures my Guide, then I' have no 
C2 light 


{ 20] 
ight left me toſhew me theChutch, 
but. the Church, 'Thus _ deal 
like thieves, put outallother lights, | 
that ſhould diſcover them . bur 
their own dark lanthorn ; But ﬆt + 
you hall ſay that you prove - the 
Church by Miracles ; How ſhall I 
be 1tari;hed that thoſe Miracles arc 
not delufions > Since as' mapy pre« 
rend to the ſpirit that have 1t not ; 
So many pretend to miracles that 
have them not : Then we muſt 
have faith to believe thoſe miracles 
are true, and if they are true, they 
are no otherwiſe true but by the ſp1i- | 
rit of God : Thenit is the lame ab- 
\urdity to believe miracles by the 
{pirits reſtimony, as it is to believe 
theScriprtures by the ſpirits teſtimo- 
ay : Burthis alto implicsa contra- 
dition , 'for if I muſt - finde the 
Church by, the light 'of the ſpirit, 
periwading me-that ſhe doth thoſe 
4racles by the power of God, then 
ave you contradiGed your iclt, by 
| laying, 


[21] 
Gying, The ſpirit #5. pot the guide; 
But turther, may not a -man as well 
ſay that he believes he hath the ſpi- 
rit by the: {pirit ; and that -he bez; 
lieves the: Scriptures by- the Scrips 
tures; as you {ay, you. believe rhe 
Church by the Church, I am ſure 
the laſt is the greateſt ablurdity, and, 
may not a Turk {ay the ſame tor his 
way, that he believers Mahomet by 
Mahomet; and the Alcgran by the 


Alcoran, (as you. believe) the ' 


Church by the Church, Now if 
you ſhall - ſay, you believe - rhe 
Church by the. Scripture, then the 
queſtion-will be, how you - know 
them to be the Word of God > It 
you {ay,becauſe the Church teaches 
they are ſo; then you' run round 
(like a horſe in a Mill) proving 
the Church: by the Scripture, 'and 
the Scripture by the Church, 

You give another Reaſon, why 
the ſpirit witneiling- within us,. 15 
not the guide appointed by God, 
C 3 ; (ter 


[22] | 
(#auſe by thts-none that ever pretenue d 
to#t did reconcile differentes. 0 
'Pray let' charity begin at homey 
if-your -Church be to.: infallibley 
do'nort you deadethe differs! 
etcesthat are betweenithe ;Jeluttess - 
ahd the Donithicans > Hath not as 
endleſs cortroverſies arifeniamong; 
you > Hath' not as many-Errouts; 
atid Schitmes ſprung trom you, as 
from any People proteſſing' Chriſti- 
Hitty > And Would not” your diviſt- 
6hs'be greater; if the power of 'the* 
Sword did- not 'ptevail: more ther 
vour pretended infallibilityz And 
wheteas-/yqu'fay, Ste John: preſcris 
beth a Rule to/khow the Spirit of Truth; 
from the Spirit of Ermur," x Joh, 4. 
We are-of Godl;he that koweth Gol hear 
eth us, an1 he that is hot of Goa, heareth 
not ns ; Hereby we know the 'Spevit of 
Truth,from the 8 iris of Brrowr, Now 
what 1s this to your purpoſe, 'unleſs 
you would fill beg the gueltion ; 
{hat your Church and her Poftors; 
( are. 


} 
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are zntended in thoſe - words;-.VVY E 
and U s > But what it it be proved 
that you do not hear the Apaſtles > 
Then it follows by the, ] ext, :and 
your :own Argument , that. you 
haye the Spirit of Errour,  ..Now 
the Apoſtie taught that a. Man 
ſhould examine -himſcif,, and fo ley 
htm eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup ; but you deny the cup t9 
the : comimon people ;' 15 this hear- 
ing the Apoſtles > The Apoſtte al- 
lows the Biſhops to be. Huſbands of | 
one Wite ; but you forbid that they 
hould. have any at all, The 4ap>- 

les would not have Prayers aid in 
a Language that the Pcople under- 
itood not; but you command-.tt. 
Chriſt and -the. Apoſtles command- 
cd adiligent reading,and ſearching 
of the Scriptures but you forbid 
it,and yet you are the onlyMen that 
mult bc hcard, though you tcach 
contrary to Scripture. 


GC 4 You 


[24] 
Yougo on, and ſay, That Reaſon 
we not be- our Judge, becauſe tt muſt 


ſubmit to the Judge 45 4 Subje, &c.' 


{pray, what was your Judge > -who 
reſolved-the queſtion which you 
fay, hadſo — 

who ſhould dire& you whether any 
Church was Infallible, or no' 


or where that Church was to be, 
found > Did your reaſon guide you | 


1n-this ſearch or no? It it did-not; 
I do not wonder you made no bet- 
ter choiſe, but you fay, Reaſon ts not 
90ur Rule, becauſe it was to ſubmit as a 
Vaſſall-to that Rule- and Judge. Eut 
Sir,” Though the Church of Rome, 
(which-you call your Judge) do ex- 
crciſeſnch a yy over the rea- 


ſons of Men, I am ſure you have / 


given no reaſon why it ſhould be 
to, You lay Reafon is apt to mi- 
itake ; and theretore we ought not 
to be governed by it : Bur Sir, 
whart if I ſay the Pope is apt to mai- 
ſtake ; and therefore. I ought not to 


arfficulty in it (wiz.) 


be ©. 


=... 
be governed by him. I- am-\ure, if 
that be made to appear inthe judg- 
ment of Reaſon, rhen Reaſon'w1ll 
uide me todecline following ſuch 
a blind-Guide, As for example,Lz- 
ber that was Pope about the year 
350 fell into 4rianiſm, and ſubcri- 
bed to the unjuſt excommunicating 
Athanaſ. it 

Again, The Council of Canfaxce 
depoled Pope Johz 23. where it way 
proved that he held there was zo eter- 
nal life, nor Immortality of thr :ſaul, 
vor Reſurre108 of the dead, F 

Pray Sir, let Reaſon judge -whe- 
ther I may follow tuch a Catholick 
Guide. 

You add athird Reaſon roprove 
that Reafon is not Judge 11, matters of 
Fatth, for then (lay you) it would fol- 
low that it 1s poſſible to pleaſe God for 
a on would teach wu how to pleaſe 

m, | 

May not a man-from the ſame 
Premiſes inter that your Church 15 
Nat 


[26] 
not”the Judge > becauic then it: 
would follow that itis polstble: to: 
pleaſe God without Faith, becaule;ſ] py 
the Church would teach us ;how to\f by 
pleate him. But you willlay thei 1 
Church doth tcach us to pleate: God 11 
by Faith ; I fay it is well it ſhe do:\ÞÞ i 
Bur:what 1s this ro the purpoſe, ſhe'Þ] :4 
did not teach us to picaſe God. by;Þ| tt 
Faith before it: was requized , and 
made:known to us thar God would 
be fopleaſed. Inlike manner,Rea- 
{on willdire&t a manto do the fame 
when he is informed God requiteth 
facha dury. Bur muſt northe Scri-. 
pture,, nor my” private Spirit, nor 
my Reaſon judge > | pray then rel} || : 
me how 1 thall bethe better tor all I} ic 
you have written > for if m} Rea- || iv 
ton muſtnot judge of the fallibility, | 8 
and intallihility of your Arguments, | ! 
chen'you had as govud have roid your ||| /£ 
lare Brethren thus: Ay K--ibren, © IN| © 
fee that thrre 35 a ereat difference and 
contentiow among ws, whether the R9= 
man 
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mun Church be infallible onnots This 
Comtroverſie \cannot be Jadged by a 
private Spirit, for 1h:t may. jail 5 nor 
by Reaſon , becauſe mens R:aſorns are 
umeertain, and ſnbjel} to: mariations 
ntiths are the Seripturen an 'infalli- 
le Fudge of Controverfees, therefare 
they. cannot judge of. thre; Let me 
therefore adtyiſe you of a way to decide 
this queſtion. ! /Firjt, Agree thet the 
Roman Church ixanfalible, and tber 
y0ur, romtemtio#, whether the Roman 
Chareh- be infallible, all ſoon be.en+ 
ded. Am excellent advice. becanſe 
ivinr lay) alb other ways tojuedge and 
aecids comin, are fallrblr. + 
You now:come in the third place 
co:enquire whether the Scripture be; 
{uſhetent to reach us the true Faith, 
8c." (You ay) Tor found this brok- 
[ » contended for, ana ſeveral Teas 
fons urged ſor 1. Firſt, The words 
cf our. Saviour «John 5+39% Search 
the, Scriptures , for in themi you 


think to haye erernal lite, .and they 


arc 
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are they which teſtifie of me, To 
this Text (you lay) you fonnd ſev. 
ral anſwers given which were ſatisſu- 
Gory; 1 That it doth not appew 
whether this in the Or iginal bethe Ins 
perative or th: Indicetive Mood; 
8t. Cyril (you ſay) with whom Bera 
aerees ) takes ' it in the Indicayine 
Mood. zl 

What a ſtrange Mood are you'ff t| 
in then, to give an Anſwer to'af K 
Text which (you ſay) you were ſa- | t 
tisfied withal > And in the tame} C 
breath (you ſay) it doth not appear | # 
whether-ir be'the Imperative or the || Þ 
Indicative Mood, Do you. think || * 
infallibility had any aſhniry with || ti 
this Anſwer > Nay,you further fay, f : 
that th-y;ure ſo fare frm 'berng oa 1 
- Commanal. to all :0 rgd and ſearch 11 
the Scriptnres that they RATHERY þ 
SEEM, 4 Reprebenſe,n to ail that fÞ t 
(ha 1 frame? thi Conreit of them, 
But how can this tenſe of that Text; 
be'Catholick , whenim ſtead of ary 
__ infal- 
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infallible Expoſition, you tell us 
RATHER SEEMS tobeſothen 
otherwiſe > Bur what if 1'ſhould 
tellyou that thaſe words:(Search the 
Seciptures) rather ſeem a Command 
then a Reprehenſion > I ſhould ra 
they ſeem to be infallible then you, 
You ſay, 1f zt be the Indicative Mood, 
the ſenſe will run thus, You do 1earch 
the Scriptures, and ſo it ſrems to be 4 
Reprehengon, Burt this 15 a ſenſe con» 
trary.to Chryfoftome, Hom. 3 9. 1x Joan. 
Chraſt (layes he) ſends w tothe teftimu- 
ny of the Scriptures ; then it cannot 
be that he ſhould reprehend them. 
And the Colledge of Rhems trandla- 
ting the Text as we do, give this 
Interpretation of it , He (v1z,) Chriſt 
reprehendeth the Jews (not for, read- 
ing; but) that reading dayiy the Ser:- 
ptures ,” and acknowledging that 12 
them they ſhoutd find life; that yet 
tbey-11ewed theyn jo ſuperſicially, that 
tbey rculd met find therein him to be 
Chr-ji, their King, Lord, Life, and 
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| [30] 
Raviour. ' And inthe Marginal 
Nate upoww this Text ,, they fay:, 
that neither. Jews nor Heretichs jmnd the 
truth, becauſe they ſearch wot \the | Ser- 
ptuves Geeply,; but read ſuperficeally. See | 
Rbemiſb __ upon - 7 ” Mow 
lee haw you comradadt your felves, 
you ſay the Scriprures are to far 
from.being a Command to all to 
zead and fearch, that they rather 
{cem to - be a + reprchenſton to'all 
that ſhall frame that concert” of 
them. And your RhemiſhCommen- | 
rators {ay that they .are reprehend- 
ed becaule they did not:{carch deep 
enough, tor.i# they had, they might 
have tound Jc{usto have been thett 
Chriſt, their King, Lord, Life, and. Sa- 
u04r. And how can the faid Anno- 
tators give that as a reaſon , why 
the iews ani Heretichs- ard not find the 
Truth , heca»ſe they aid" mot ſearch the | 
Scriptures deep enough, If either of | 
thete trwo'opinions of yours be true; | | 
I That! men are 'reprehended 'for 
ſcarch- 
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ſearching the Scriptures; -- 2 Thar 


the Scriptures are not an infallible 
guide todirect us ro/find the Truth, 
if the. whole Colledge have tran- 
flared and interpreted truly , then 


Aurely you and many of your Au- 


thors ſpeak falfly, Bur if you ſhall 
lay the Scriptures may direct Jews 
and Herericks to the truth; becauſe 
they direct them to the Chureh , 
which is the Pillar of Truth :- then 
it follows, 1. That both Jews and 
Hereticks ought to ſearch the Seri- 
ptures deeply, to find out the: true 
Church, 2 It muſt reſt upon their 
private judgments -of diſcretion to 
determine within themſelyes, whe- 
ther the Romaniſts or the Proteſtants 
be that true Church,after they have 
made this deep and diligent tearch. 
3 Ir follows that the Scripture t5 an 
infallible guide,being deeplyand di- 
ligently ſearched; and that the rea- 
fon why! both Jewsand Hereticks 
err, 15 not the fallibleneſs -of the 
| 0 Scri- 


il 33 " Iogi 
- Sctiptures , bur want of diligent 
and deep ſearch; which being, uſed, 
they might have; found Chriit to 
have been their King, Lord, Lite, 
and. Saviour ;, they might | haye 
found the Truth, and the Church; 
and conſequently all things neceſſa- 
ry fo Eternal lite. | 

You come 1n the 14 pag. to gtve 
a ſecond realon why the words 
({earch the Scriptures) cannot extend 
to prove the concluſion ;- becauſe (you 


ſay) if they were uuderſiood tn the In- 


perative Mood (which cannot infallitly 
be provedberauſe) they cannot be profi- 
table to work Faith in them that cannot 
read, which (you lay) are the greateſt 
part of Mankind. (You lay) It can- 
not infallibly be proved that thoſe 


words, ſearch the Scriptgre, are inthe 
Imperative. Mood ; but have you, 


that pretend to Infallibility, proved 
that they are in the Indicative 
Mood. = What a madneſs is this, 
that you ſhould cxaQt infallible In- 
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terpretations. from thoſe thar- Jo 
profes fall:ibtlity , andnot perform 
an infallible Interpretation, when 
you pretend tobe \Fniced by 2 
Chuech that is infallible ! But you 
Gay that of they: mere underfiood 12 the 
imperative Mood ,' they cannot work 
Fatth.sn thoſe that .caxnot 'read; ' But 
then it ſeems they may :work Faith 
in ther ithart.can - reads} becauſe {as 
the Abempgtsilay) theycanſhew both 
Jews'and Hereticks the Truthy'if 
they dearoh deeply: and diligemilyt 
Bur ftcondly., : How ':can general 
Catincilobew the [ruth and beger 
Faith, fince:.(if. gheyare- infallible) 
every ibady (cannot readitheir De- 
crees and £anons >, If youlaythicy 
underfrand.thoſe Deorees andiCa- 
nans;i by þhe; general Conſent vf 
3boſe ahat:ean' read \, then''by»the 
ſatneuneabhs may: a man that cannor 
_read(;ahe Scripture, | be guided by 
Siem; i: * | 1.) © 2008) > 

3 Yow ſay, that by theſe words 
© Me. D (ſearch 


[ 34] 


( ſearch 3he Scripture ) cannot be wa. 
derſtood, that the Scraptmres ſhould be 


our judge ant gwaec, becauſe then 


they wou'd bave excludes Chriſt, and 
aiter him his Apoitles from. berng ihe 
1nje(1ble. means by which true Faith 
Was. iy be taught to th- World. Bur 
how doth this follow, ſinceyou ſay 
che. Church under the Old Teſta- 
ment wasa Judge, and an'intallible 
guide. Bur did their being.an infal- 
lible guide till Chriſt , -exclude 
Chriſt from being a guide :. and did 
Chrilts being a guide-when he was 
on the Earth , exclude the: Holy 
Ghoſt from being a guide: when he 
left the Earth >: in ia ichhance it 
talloweth not ,: becauſe the Scti- 
ptures of the Old Teſtament ( for 
of -them' 'Chriit ſpeaks | ig the 
roinſtruct men: into the 

of the Meſ+iab,that they ſhould ex- 
clude Him, His'Spirit, or Apoſtles 
trons being Guides, , Bur — r 


place under debate) were'a guide 


(35] 
folowerh' by 'the ſame parity of 
Reaſon,- that if the 3criptures ot the 
Old Teſtamcnt could nar'be an in- 
fallible guide, ' becauſe then they 


would have excluded Chriſt, and 


After him his Apoſtles from being 
infallible-guides. | ſay it follows 
by -thes ſame reaſon, that if Chriſt 
and 'his' Apoſtles -were infallible 
Guides and Judges 'in marrers of 
Faith, thar then they have excluded 
the'Church of Rexze from being thay 
mfallible Guide and Judge: which 
fhe-prerends her ſelfto be : and thus 
you have: ſharpned 'a Knife ro cu 
to Mothers throat; - _ 
ou pretend pag. 14. and lay ,* 
that he (ved OY > ih ] bes & 
for” ſole” Stripture being a gurde , Is 
3Timd. 315. ' From: a child thou haſt 


*Ktiown 'the Holy Scriptures, which. 


ate able ro make thee wiſe to falva-- 
ion through faith ,, which is -in 


Chriſt Jeſus, All Scripture is gi- 


ven by Infpiration of God, and 1s 
ue D 2 pro- 


[36] 
profitable for doctuine; Forxeproak; 
top correctign,, tor infiiucion. in 
righteguſaels, 2;.that: the/lman iof 
God may be: pevteft, throvghdy: firs 
niſbed to al} good; works, ac L114 
- ($4 ext (Fa lay ).1 proves net 
"wheat #yntkngrd (viz) thathe Scri- 
Phaart 3/qne was. tbe way, the rule, and 
wears: appointed by God to judee and 
decige all doubt 5, Oc. your. Reaſond 

Pag,:15,. 878 ;:,& irs That thangh they 
ap: .he,profiteble ta ſuch, a mian a8 
Tinathy who bad farthatreddy, get 
they ; rauld. no way ,be profitable :mon 
weft $0.9ne4bgt bad nat tjaitbgar did 
not believe thens $0. he the1Wiord of 
Cog for Faith comes by Þraring, not 
bigradine.:. 

To which I anſwer, Firſt,"\If the 
yrs ate yet. a Guiderty them 
tat belicye.ngt, why do.'the hrs 
mufis.. hay. that the: reaton why! Jews 
and Hercticks de! ;-ot fide Cheiſh 
robe their King , 'Lord , Life, and 
avlour ,' is, )becanle: hey; did nar 

SQ; £ CO] __ _ ſearch 
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tearchtheScriprures deeply; Sure- 
ly, you will nar fay;thar Jews and 
Hereticks are Believers , and- you 
fay, they-are*nd' gnide: to Unbelies 
yersy' why then'do rhe Rhemiſts ſay, 
Chriſt reprehended them tor'.not 
tearching 'the Scriptures deeply > 
To whar'putpoſethen are Jews'and 
Hereticks blamed toe not ſearching 
the Scriptures deeply, if the Secri- 
prures had been ( as'you ſay) no 
way profirable ro them > bur*tur- 
ther, you'lay,they arc not profitable 
eo them that do not believe them to 
be the word of God. Suppole this 
were granted ( which cannot be 
, proved ) doth it not 'tollow* that 
your Roman- Church (by the tame 
realon)is no way profitable, noway 
a/[udge, nor an infallible Guideto 
atiy-that dv nor believe her to be 1of 
ind by the ſame reaſon an Atheiſt 
may fay All Gods providefices are 
to monttors to him , AlF his judge: 
inents-areno examples to lim, be= 
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[38] & 
cauſe he doth, not believe: there is a 
God : 1s not this as good;Logick, as 
to fay_ the Seriptutes are na way 
rofitable tv them that do. not bes 
ſieve them to: be the Vord of 
God. - | '* 
- You proceed to give another rea? 
{on why this Scripture 2 T:zm.3.15; 
1s not a: proof for what is pretend+ 
ed, becarſe thin if the. $ riptures 
wire ſolely ſufſtcient which | 1mothy 
knew from 4 child thry being but the 
Forrpinres of the Old eſt are nt ) is 
winld follow thit Christ, and the 
N-w Tejtament, an4 the $ /crament 
an the Ap*fils, are at leajt not mes 
eſſary. | 
 lanſwer, if bythe Scciptures-ſole 
{uthciency , (you mean) that: they 
are ſyfficient to bring men to (alva+ 
tion without Faith, Repentance;zand 
Ovedience, 'then this 15 a Puppit of 
your own (as you Phraſe 1t ) for 
where 15 there any Proteſtant of that 
mind; :theretore you do bur. bark 


againſt the Moon, But 
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: 'But: we 1ay'they are ſolely ſuth. 
cient.to- direct us co thole- ways by 
which. we may ovtain ſalvation, 
But then({ay you) What needed Chriſt 
and' the Apoiiles, and the New Teſta- 
ment, if the. Scriptures Timothy had 
learned ( which were . thoſe of the 'OL4 
Teflament) were ſ«ſſicient 2 But then 
I anſwer as before, if Chriſt and the 
ſtles were ſulely -ſufficient , 
what need 15 there ct your Pope and 
Council > So that by this Argument 
you either make Cariſt and his A- 
poſtles not ſolely ſufficient ; or it 
they were , then what necd this 
waite of a General Cuuncil> Bur 
you may ſay, that a Qcncral Coun- 
cil was to direct pcop!c in ſucceed- 
ing Ages. So werc the Scriptures 
much rather , tur whatever was 
written. atorctime was written tor 
our Learning, upon whom the 
ends of "the \'\ orld are come, 
- -lnthe laſt place, you lay pag, 15. 
The word All Scripture muſt either ſigni» 
D 4. fe 


[40]. 


fie every Soripture,. as the Originalword + 


TEs ought to be renaredgor All Scriptures 
that exer were ; or All Scriptures--that 
were when this Text was mwrittew; on 


All that" we now have. If it\be bo. 
be underſtood of every Scripture ( of 
x)" Scripture) then you ſay it doth 
prove too much , becauſe then all the 


Scetptures ſave one Book, are uſeleſs, 

1 hough what hath been {aid doth 
fufficiently anſwer this innumera» 
tion, and therefore I might be ex- 
cuſed from anſwering any farther : 
yet becauſe you intimate a farthet 
ptoof of what you now urge, I ſhall 
therefore when I meet with it give 
a further\ Anſwer. | 

You come in the 16 page to tel] 
your Reader , That jou wet with. ns 
Arguments for - the fole ſuſfitiency of 
Scripture among theſe that were uſnaty 
urged , and therefore yow reſdlved to 
ſee what could be ſaid azainſ} this rom- 
wor General opinion- of | all who oppoſe 
the Chnrch of Rome, whythe Scriptures 
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could net be this Rulr and Judge,: \ 


You1ay, you have not mes math! any 
Arguients to-prove the ſole fuſfpeiency 
of Scaapture to be ous guitle ;; butt it way 
becaute you did not make a deep & 
dilgetu ſearch into them, which is 
the reaſon ( as your Rhemifts. fay ) 
Hereticks never find the Truth, 
But why do you beguile your un- 


.wary Reader with-this word, (w42.) 


That the Scriptures are nat 8'$.9 EE 
Guide > thereby to Jet. him; think 
that you allowthem in tome tenie 
to be a guide; when indeed-your 
tollowing Arguments do manitaly 
declare that you would not have 
thera co be any guide ar all, 

Your firſt Reaton why the Scri- 
prures, are not a Gulde 1s, becauſe 
they do not anſwer the end, (viz.) the 
reconciling differences : for thoſe «who 
pretend moſt to conſult the Sereptures, 
d40 moſt of all diſagree 14 matters of facthy, 
and interpreting the Scraptures. *, 

OR : Te 


[ 43] 
To this I anſwer, Firft, May ws 
a'Heachen' or . a Jew -alledge: the 
(ame Argument againſt Chriſtianks 
ty it (elf, and ſay that the Chrittian) 
Keligion is no-ſfate way to happii 
neſs; becauſc of the differences that! 
are among the Proteflors of it 2: >? 

2 May itnort be ſaid thatuthe A- 


poſt;es themſclves were no certain 
Guides, becauſe rhey had divitions: 


and contentions among them > and! 


that they had, appears by the te< 
ſtimony of St. Paul himfſeif , Rom, 
16.17. Mark them that cauſe diwviſi- 
#235 and offences contrary to the dofirine,] 
8&c. And the ſame Apoſtle tells the 
Corinthians, I Cor. 3.3. and I Cor, 
11. 19, That there was among them en- 
wyimgs, firife, and contentzon ; ſome 
.. bolamy of Paul, ax4 ſome of Apollo, 
fore. of Cephas. Nay , he further 
reils them, there must be Hereſies 4 
Wong you, that they that are approved.,' 
might Le made manufeli. x 
3 May it not as well be ſaid an 
| enac 
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the Church of' the Jews-( which , 
you ſay, were infallible) that they: 
were no Guide, or at leait, nocer- 
tain Guide, becauſethere were dit-: 
ferenges and contentians among; 
them, as there was between the 
Phariſees, Sadagces, and Eſacau, it is 
laid that the Sagdduces denied the Re- 
ſurreRion,Angels,and Spirit: as yau 
lay the Scriptures axe no Guide to 
true faith , becauſe men differ and 
and diſagrce in matters of: Faith: 

4: May you not as well fay that 
Cariit 1s not. the- Saviour - of the 
World, and- that he came not- int 
the Warld to: the end that the 
World might be taved, becauſe it 
doth nox appear that all fall be ſa- 
ved : as, lay the Scripturcs are no. 
Guide to end Comroycri;cs, .bc- 
cauſe all Controveriies arc nt en- 
ded, 

5 May you not as wcl} infer that, 
the 'grace of God doth. not.tcach 


Mmcn 


[44T 
men to deny ungodlinels, begafy 
fome- turn. the- gtace of Gnd- inta 
wanronnelſs :; as fay.the Sriprins 
are no. ſure Guide rofaith- atid' (alk 
vation,becauſe many welt _— to 
their own deltruftiorn > A 

6 May you not aswell fay, had 
the Primitive Church -wete '\nd'in- 
fallible Guide to'true faith, becauſe 
they had diſagreements and contet- 
rions:/ among them ': - as the 'ſtrite 
between- the Eaſtern and Weſtertt 

Churches about the keeping oft - Ea- 
ſer, and they excommunicating 
one another > And the Queſtion of 

Re-baprizing bred the like differen- 
ces between the-Biſhops of Rope, 
and the Welterii Biſhops of: one 

Party, and C 1pr ian, Dionypu,and Frr- 
»1lian't, with, moſt of the Faterh 
Biſhops'ot the other Party, by 

Hiſt. it. 5.21; 118:9; 6, v4 

Zp. 744 75: Suc. lib. 6.c. oe Fl 
6,031, | ſay, may- not one* "mare 
reſp infes theſe were no Guides, 

bo cauſe 
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[45] | 
bedande they: tad -difſentions and 
divaſionsamong;them”: a&you may 


ay the Scriptures are-not. a'Grtide, 


becauſe of the 'Yiferences that are 
| Proteſtants. a9 © a 
1:7 And laſtly; May In6e infer as 
well from the :itke Premiles,” be- 
cauſe ithere is and hath-been diffe- 
rences. among-ithe -now-prerended 
Catholicks,as1 have alreadyfhewn, 
thar therefore their'Churth isto in- 
fallible Guide : \as you'mayfay.the 


.men that conſult -Scripgutes do nog 


re among themielves,therdfore 
Scfiprares atonurthe'Grnide; ©” 
Your ſecond Reaſon foflowerk itt 
the 17 pes. - which 'is but thE-fame 
in eftc& with the firſt , therefore 
the;;former  Anſlyer may" (hffice ; 
one[y: you-tel| us aſtory oat Ariap, 
or; (asthe Þueftion-of Buefiipnthath 
it!) anjA#7an Cobler' ;- How: that If 
youwere:todifpite with him zbourt 
the Deiry ct Chriſtfrom Joh.tv.za. 
I ant yy Father ave one > by\tKIv Text 


(you 


(46] 
(you.lay) yourſhoull think youbad 


(you fay,): your:Armr would; coms 
pare .this--Lext With John -1H.:22; 
, where Chriſt prayeth-ro his Fathe! 
 thathis Diſciples /might beall mg 
thing, /u6-thou (:Father. ): 'arti;h'm 
aud. { 3R:th:e, - But: it you ſhould 
urge the 4jap further; andtell him 
the Council of Nee gave the fame 
Interpretation which:you do: : (you 
ſay).the 4/4an wonld anſwerzs the 
_ Proteltagzs generally; to , that rhey 
bave,a worthy efteem of Counci: 
as far as they agree with thei\V 
of God; dur ,whexe they dilageee , 
1n., thay, /þe mutt /'contradift-them 


— DAEE 7 IM ! 


fide the. contraycrlie berween: rhe 
Arians and A haxafians, 25 not com 


guety 28) that .if the Arian Cobler 
ther Opinions , as he iLin his apini- 


proved the :Queſtion. -.::Buvi the 


ing within the verge of our preſent 
d been as, Orthodox in all hisw- 


ons 


$5971 112 We 
To which 1 Anſwer, (fetting-a- || 
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Councels (2:z.) ro think reverent- 
ly of: Councels , and e with 
4, as far as they agree with che 
Word of Truth : Liay,: if this-had 
been all this 4-74 Coblers-Errour, 
L ſhould have judged him a'betrer 
Chriftian then a- Xowan Shoo-ma- 
ker, or the Catholick Collier, who 
could ſay no more for himſelf, be- 
ing rempred by: the Devil at the 
point of death, what his faith was ? 
Anſwered, I believe.and dye inthe 
fairh of Chriſts! Church: : Fei 
again demanded-what the Faith 

Chriſts Church-was > Anſwered, 
The faith that I- believe in''s": See 
Apology Tranſlared by on p. 


' SJ; 


Bur. you lay, That you can wrote 4- 

gainit an Arian the Authority .of the 
 Councel of Nice, aud thetr Interprets- | 
t10n of the Scriptare, - by which ungoe' In- 


 falilly decide the comroverſie 1 
her e you-thitk you have a more Neem 


guide 


$] 
thery, eeranſe thay: ddhere, to previ 
frrrets 2818, prints, Jrnlge nents up oh 
thinStreptures's,, mhefeas. you ater 
geatral\Ctancels.1 : 2 WETEEY'S | 
Lo. which, J Anſwer, Fink, Dog 
younthink. that, General Conyndel 
didi/peak andacach in more plains 
ney of: Speech, and:;thavtheymrrerk 
II 1ubjectto be _ 
[WEonRp MNtCcrpretations, : vn 
andaief rh Prophersand Apallles 
were; wholpakeas they weneuntipi- 
redby the fpirivof-God. 1, 1141 
1» $eaohdly:, ; :How to you. know 
thatoyan /bave ahe;twuc fenſe and 
meaning obthe\Zouncels: determi- 
nations, /1nce!lrbailt Dccroes are as 
lyable, if not more lyable to: mif- 
wnterpretations.thenthe doly:Setip- 
CTR: 7h Aon td 01216 wn D420 
-  Kh646aſon dftbjequeſtiobs, bes 
canfetyaliindid not.ear them yout 
\(elf, andvt you-had hrandthem,you 
might have milynderfiood TE 
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guide and growd of yotr Faith thens, 
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but if you fay you have read the 
Councels and ſo came to be inform- 
ed-: 1 do further demand how you 
do believe by a Divine Faith, that 
you do not miſ-underitand the 
Councels.in what you read, and fo 
colle& a falſe ſenſe. 

Thirdly , .3}f you ſhall fay you 
have a Prieſt to teach you the ſenſe 
ct the Councels, by which you un- 
derſtand whar DoEtines are Catho- 
lick, and what Expoſitions of Scrips 
rure are true, and what are falle 
then I demand. 

Fourrhly, How do you believe 
with a Divine Falth, that what this 
private Prieſt teacherh is according 
to the Infallible Docrine of the 
Church,fince he is a Man, and may 
err, and 1o teach his own private O- 
pinion, for the Infallible DoQtrine 
of che Church, 

Fifthly, Whether you may,not 
be more ſubject ro miſ-underitand 
the SCrIptures, —_ by the ——_ 

q of 
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[59] 

of the Prieſt in Preaching, or. the 
frailty of 'your underitanding in 
hearing, then others are jn the rea- 
ding ot .the Holy Scriptures ,; -And 
it Hare thould you fayithe Scrip- 
tures are nv guide, becauſe they 
may be mil-interpreted> For ſhame 
forbcar to blame rhe uſe, of, a thin 

becanſc of the abuſe of it : What 
if {ome are to blame, 1n that they 
have.wreſted the Scripturesito ſerve 
their-own intereſts; Are not you 
more to blame-to wound theſe men 
through the ſides of .che Scripture? 
VWhar if (as one well obſerves) That 
ſome are blind, and miſ{ their.way, and 
others are drunk, and Stapper out of it: 
Auft:we all conſpire to Ki the Sun out 
of the Firmament,, that we might follop 
a Will with aWiſp ? And yet this is 
your kind. of. reaſoning, that be- 
cauſe ſome are perverſe and fro- 
ward, and others are full of :dark- 


neſs, prejudice, and corrupt affeti- | 


-ons, by which they cannor perfeRly 
| and 
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ard intallibly judge of every trath, 
that 1s contained- in the Scriptures 
therefore they muſt throw away the 
blefled word of God from being 


| their rule and guide. 


\ You proceed in p. 18. and tell 
us, That the third Keaſon whych you 
thought was forcible, was, that thoſe who 
ave thus far for ſole Scripture , do pat 
ſay that one, or any particular number of 
the Books of Scripture, but all Scriptures 
pritten by inſpiration of God do, beimg 
Joyned together make up this Rule and 


| Judge , Hence (you ſay) you concluded 
"that if any of theſe Books were loit, this 


Rule was not perfet , Now that many of 
theſe Books were loft (you ſay) you pro- 
wed from thoſe that rematy, Num, 21, 
14. 7 he Book of the Wars of the Lord 
(andthzs (you ſay) i loſt.) It is ſaid of 
Solomon, 7 King. 4. 5, 2. that be 
ſpoke 3000 Proterbs, and his Songs 


| mnere looo and 5; Youconrerve (you 


lay) that upon a juſt reckoning ſome of 


theſe will be wanting : We finde named, 


E 2 2 Chron. 


[ 52} 
23 Chron, 9g. 29. The Book of /Na- 
than the Prophet, the Propheſie of Ahi- 
jah, and the Viſions of 1ddo ; (theſe 
(you ſay) are loſt) a5 alſo thoſe named, 
x Chron. 29. 29. The Book of Sas 
muel, the Zook of Nathan, the Book of 
Goda, an it is clear from Mat, 27. 9, 
That part of Jeremy ts loft ; So alfo 
from iviat, 2, 23. Where it was fore- 
told that Chre## ſhould be called « Na- 
zaren; and 1 Cor. 5, 9. Tels «5 that 
the Epittle which our Canon calls St, 
Pauls Firſt Epiſtle was not truly bys firft, 
for there he ſayeth, 7 wrote to you man 
Epiitle, not to keep company with Forni- 
eatours : St. Paul alſo wrote an Epiſtle 
from Laodicca, ad yet (you lay) you 
ao n2t finde this Epiſtle. 

In Anſwer hereunto cannot but 
take notice that you ſay you 
THou4G HT this Anſwer was for- 
cible ; bur where was your Mother 
that ſhe did not inable you to ſay, 
you were Su RE it was forcible, 


But 
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But let us ſee whercin this force 
lyeth ; you ſay, Proteſtants do not be- 
lieve a certain number of Books to be 
their gutde ;, but all the Scriptures 
written by Inſpiration from God, make 
wp this Rule and Guide , and many of 
theſe Books are loſt, therefore this Rule #5 
not perfett. 

f Anſwer, Firſt, That the Law of 
the Lord is perte,and every word ' 
of God is pure , and therefore there 
can be no 1mperteEions in the word 
of God : but 

Secondly, How doth it appear 


that any of thoſe Books which (you 


{ay) were loſt, had a Divine Image 
and Superſcription upon them ; or 
that they that d1d write tacm we.e 
inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt in the. 
writing of thoſe particular Books 2 
For it is very poſſible that they 
wrotc many things upon particular 


occaſions , . as Hezekiah wrote to 


Ephraim ;, and that ſometimes their 
writings'were of no morc inſpiras 
E 3 tLoA 


[ 54] 
tion from Heaven, then Dewas Let- 
rers WEre that he ſent to Joabby 


Mriah,, or then Peters pradile for 


which Paul withitood him to the 


tace :- Bur —_ | 

-Thirdly,. Whar Infallible-reaſon 
have'-you to prove chat thele ſay- 
ings recited out of thele Scriptures 
may not reter to the Books of Samuel 
and the Kings which we have cx- 


rant,; rather then roany Books that 


are loſt. | 

Fourthly, How do you know 
'that thoſe writings (however the 
Pen-men were inſpired) were in- 
rended by God for the perpetual 
uſe of his Church in all Ages, _ 

tifthly, How do .you- Infallibly 
know, that all the Canons of your 
Church, even of thoſe which (you 
{ay) arc neceſſary to Salvation are 
preſerved, and that fome very ma- 
terial things arc not loſt, 

Sixthly, It you ſay there is none 
loſt, then whether you do not make 


God 
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God in his wiſe providence more 
carefull to preſerve 'intire and un- 
matmed the Canons of your Coun- 
cels, then he hath been to preſerve 
the VWritings of his Holy Prophets, 
and Apoſtles; And if you ſuppoſe 
any of the Decrees of yourCouncels 
hath been loſt or maimed, then 
how do-'you know Infallibly, 
whether ſome that are loſt, are. not 
as matertal asthoſc you have > Thus 
the edge of your {wotd 1s turned a- 
gainſt your 1elf : 'But | 
_ Seventhly, If. any of the Books 
of the! Old Teſtament were loſt , 
that were by God intended for the 
perpetual uſe of that Church ro 
whom his Oracles were committed, 
how then. can you ay that the 
Church of the Old Teitament: was 
infallible; ſince ſhe failed tn that 
truſt that was committed to her, 
(v12,) the keeping of the Scripture? 
And if this was not a failing in ber, 
in that (he loft -part; of the Scrip- 

" 08 tures, 


[56] 
tures, then ſhe had nar failed, if 
ſhe had loſt all ; and therit follow- 
eth, chat the Scriptures are fo fat 
from being a ſole Guide, that they 
are no guide at all, for it they are 
2 guide, and adirecter in any ſenſe, 


or if they are of any divine uſe; 


then it muſt be an errour-cither of 
ignorance, or wilfullneſſe, to ſuffer 
them to be loſt or-maimed, 


Eighthly, Wheregs you ſay, that the . 


Epiſile of St. Paul which your Canon 
calls the firſt tothe Corinthians was wot 
TAULY bh: fift : I Anſwer then, 
your Canon doth falſcly call it the 
firſt, and:then how ſhall we believe 
when your Canons aretrue > You 
had beſt rell your Mother ſhe lyes 
as {oon as you can ſpeak, and then 
ſhew a reaſon for it, by telling her 
That $:. Paul ſaith, he writ to the Co- 
rinthians az Eprjile before ; Ergo, 
there 85 an Epiſtle before that which your 
Canon calls the fr ft : But Chryſoſtoxe 
underſtands it of rhe words going 


D, 


be- 
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before, wherein he had charged 
them to deliver the inceſtious pcr- 
ſon to Satan, and to: purge out the 


old leaven, 


- And that you may ſee how little 
cauſe ou have to envcigh againſt 
Proteſtants for their private doubt- 
fall, and uncertain expounding of 
Scriptures; Let me glve. you the 
expoſition of a whole Colledge of 
Catholicks upon this very j ext un- 
der debate. : Either ({ay they) St, 
Paul zzeaxs this Epiitle in the words bee 
fore, or ſome ather : See the Rhemifts 
marginall Note upon the place... Suxely 
this 1s infallible indeed; it 1s cither 
this or ſome other : Ar this rate of 
Infallibility any private ſpirit (hall 
interpret Scriptures all day long, 
(viz.) either this is the lenſe, or 

lome other. 
Ninthly. and Laſtly, If any Ca- 
nonical Scripture be loſt - will not 
this redound to the prejudice of the 
Romance Church .: Since they 'aC- 
knowledge 


[58] 
knowledge that they» only are the 
Church, and that the Church is the 
keeper of Divine 'Iruths, and-that 
they have been the confervatpurs 
of the Scriptures to poſterity, Now 
it any Books be loſt (as you tay there | Ft 
is) how. have they infallibly kept! | #Þ 
what (they ſay) was long {ince 4; 
commirted to their truſt > Thus 
you deſperatly yenture to wound | 74 
the reputation of the Scriptures, 
though you make the Sword, by ſy 
which you do it, to pals through the tl 
reins of your darling infallibility. | 7 
In paz.:19. you come toa Fourth | % 
Reaſon, Why the Scriptures cannot be || " 
4 gurde to convergh Divine and Tnfals || © | 
Lible faith to all ;, and that is, becauſe they ſe 
cannot be underſtood by all, nay, (you _ 
ſay) they are wery ſubjeF to be mif-un- ; 
aerſiood, 1f we will beliewe the 2 Pet, 
3. 16. Where ſpeaking of St." Pauls 
Epiitles, (he faith) there were ſome 
/ 

) 


things hard to te underſtood, which they 
that are unlearned and unſtable wreſt as 
they 


\ 
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they do alſo the other Scriptures to 
their own deſtruction. It #5. in vain 
(you (ay) to urge that the Screptares 
are plain and eaſte. in fundamentals, 
and in whas CORCET RS. fjal valion 5 for 
we have here a plam teſi:mony. that. 
they are. wreſted to. their own deSten- 
Gon; therefore 1 hey cannot be a ſafe 
rule, nor any rule ut all to the 1gnc- 
rant Ec. : » | 
Though . this | Argument be an-, 
{wered alrcady, yet | anſwer fur- 
ther, in the words of a learned man, 
That if the Scriptures are ſo hard to be 
underſtood, and the Pope can tnfallibly 
interpret them , what 4 madneſs and 
childiſhaeſs 1s it for the Catholicks them- 
ſelves to lie ſwaggereng and contend 
with one another, Lefure all the world 
with fallible mediums, about the ſenſe of 
Stvipture , when they have one among 
them that infallibly can interpret them, 
and that with ſuch Authority, as all men 
are bound to relt in, and contend n0 
further And the further miſchict 


O 
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of it is, that of all the reſt, this man 
is always filent as to expoſition of 


Scripture, who alone is able to part 


the tray, Now methinks this atr- 
Tues a great want of good nature, 
that the Pope can ſce his Children 
ſo fiercely wrangle about the ſenfe 
of Scripture , and yet will not give 
out the intallible meaning of every 
place, and ſo ſtint the ſtrite among 
them, ſceing-he can do it if he will, 

But again, how doth it follow , 
 thar becaule the Scriptures are hard 
to be underſtood, and are by ſome 
wreſted ro their damnation , that 
therefore they are either no Guides 
at all, or at the beſt but uncertain 
ones. Pray let me 'ask you a quc- 
ſtion or two, May you not as well 
ſay that Chriſt was no infallible 
Guide, becauſe many of his words 
wcre wreted by the Jews to their 
deſtruction > as that of his deftroy- 
ing the Temple and building it 1n 
three days ? Joh.2.19., And did not 


they 
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they wreſt his words to their own 
deſtruction, when Chriſt ſaid, 2fat, 
26. 64, 65, that he was the Son of 
God, and they thereupon ſaid he 
had ſpoken blaſphemy, and there- 
fore needed no other witneſs againſt 
him : and likewiſe they faid , he 
blaſphemed when he told the man 
that was ſick of the Palſfie, that his 
fins were forgiven, So that {ſpeech 
of Chriſt was hard to be 'underftood 
to learned Nicodemw, Job. 3, Except 
4 man be born again he cannit enter mto 
the Kingdom of God, Doth it follow 
from hence that Chriſt .was nor an 
infallible Guide > 
Again. are the Canons and De- 
crees of General Councils more 
ſecure from being miſinterpreted 
then the Scriptures ; or do they uſe 
more plainneſs of ſpeech then the 
Spirit of God uſed in the Scriprures, 
cr 15 nothing that they determine 
of nccefſity to fſalvation> If ſo, 


then why may not 'their words 
| be 


[ 63 ] | 
be; wreſted to' the, deſtruction: - of 
thoſe that are 'unlearned or unſta- 
ble, as weil: (or rather as ill) as the 
Scriptares, Andyit. {o., I demand 
whether this be not as good, nay 2 
better Argument againſt , thems 
ſelves, (v1z.) lome wreſt the judg- 
ment and definitions of the Church 
ro their deſtruction ; - Ergo , the 
Church is not an infallible ,Guide 
ro all, nor indeed-any Guide to 
the Ignorant, which are the greateſt 
part of mankind > Is not this the 
{ame (if not a better) argument , 
then to ſay, the unlearned wreſt the 
Scriptures to their own deſtruftion ; 
Ergo, the Scriptures are not an infal- 
lible Guide to all, nor any Guide at 
all ro the ignorant. | 

I come now to confider your 5 


| Reaſon,, which is , !hat if 1h: $cri-- 


ptures be 4 Guide, Rate, an4 Juage, it 
mut onely be meant of their grue Ort- 
ginal and cAuthentich Writings, and 
not of corrupted Copies; and there. 


fore 
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fore if we bave not the true Originals, 
our rele is imperfeF. And again pag, 
20, you ſay, If we had the Origz- 
wals, it would be hard to find « man 
that doth ſo infallibly underſtand the 
Originals, as to give #4 a true tranſi1- 
tzop. This you endeavour to prove 
out of ſeveral Proteſtant Writers, 
pag. 20, & 21, (vit.) That we bave 
n't :þe Originals themſelves, nor un- 
doubted Tranſlations, and\ therefare 
the Scriptures are not an infallible 
Guide. 

To which TI anſwer, That though 
what hath . been ſpoken already 
might ſuffice to this Argument, yet 
to make full meaſure running over, 
let me add, that this very Objection 
lieth with the like force againſt Ge- 
neral Councils, For, firtt, how do 
you know with a divine certitude , 
that you have the true Original 
and Authentick Writings, wherein 
thole Decrees were contained > SE- 
condly., -How do you know with a 
; divine 


[ 64] 


divine certitude, whether the Scribe 


that commirted them to VVriti 

was an honeſt man or not > Thi 

ly, How do you know with a dis 
vine certitude, that theſe Councils, 
Decrees, and Canons, are truly and 
infallibly tranſlated , fince they 
were written in a Language that 
I know not, If you fay | have them 
tranſlated by private Doors, then 
1 query it private Dodtors are infal- 


lible > if they are , what need is 


there of a Pope, or a General Coun- 
cil > If they are failible, why may 
they nor fail , when they tell me 
they have faithfully interpreced 
and tranſlated the ſenſe of Coun- 
cils and Fathers > Bur if they being 
= perſons can give the true 
enſc of Councils and Fathers, why 
may not men of the ſame ability for 


Learning and Ptery give as _- 
Cc an 


a Tranſlation , and as infalli 
— of the Scriptures of 
the Apoſttes and Prophers >- So rhar 


> —— ec ime... ono £aSOOA O29 as own 9 os. fs eo: ' A oa ao Anna o co tio... a 


the 


[65] 
the, Argument, cugs a5 much, jwith, 
one edge as the other. 1f. the'\Seri- 
Ptures be guide and yulett muſt be meant 
of, Authentical and Original Writengs 
or of 4nfgiltble Tranſlations of them unto: 
[eweral Languages, &c. ay you, | In 
like; manner 4; {ay .,, if the Decrees: 
of General. Cougcils are infallible, 
it mult. be underſtood of the Origi- 
nal and authentick writings where-. 
in thoſe ,Decreegaxe contained, jor. 
of. intallible- TranſJatjons of, them: ' 
igto leyeral Langyages, ſince+they, 
were At. given .out in a Language: 
that-the' _—_ people, under-: 
ſtand, , Now none. will ſweat .(to 
ule your own words, pag. 20.) that 
theſe: are the Qriginals of the De- 
crees.of thole Councils , lome- of: 
them being more then. a thouſand 
years old, Neither. will any-{wear 
that the Tranſlations of theſe De- 
crees agree: With their Originals : 
Ergo, Ihe' Decrees and Determina- 
tions of Councils cannot be an un- 
RR => queſtt- 


[66] | 
queſtionable and infallible Guide to 
rruefaith,  - 

Thus you make people believe. 
that if they come to your Chureh, 
they ſhall have every thing certatn; 
but I do demand (if any ſhould fols. 
low-your advice) how they ſhall be 
thus affured , _ your Charch 
hath been ſo negligent, as 

W topfſer pol pay ro Ie 
ro t t1ginals of thofe that 
remain , tobe corrupted, and alfo 
to ſuffer infinite vartery of reading 
co come into them; ' by -which you 
(ay, It cannot be 'diſcerned infallibly 
which vs the trne reading, and which 
3 the falfe.. And whereas you ſay, 
That we are ſo fat from having 91.Ma- 
thews Original, that we know nod 
what Language it was writ-jn14 or» 
whether be who tranſlated it into 
Gresk was an honefh man or not, 
I anſwer , If your Church were 
(as you pregend) the ſole Keeper of 
rhe Scriptures, they are worthy 
ro 
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to dic (as David laid of Abner) be- 
cauſe they kept their Maſtet-tib | 
_ +þetrer, ' Are they the Chatch to 
which no untaithfulnefſs can haye 
acceſs, when they have loft the 
Original of St. Mathews Goſpel > 
Thele are worſe then the unprofits- 
dle Servant , for in the day of ac 
compt, though he did not improve 
his 1aſent , yet he did not loſe tt ; 
but could fay ro his Matter , take 
that which is thine own, But you 
that have been entruſted with rhe 
heavenly treaſure of 'facred Vris 
titigs, it ſeems, cannot acquit yout 
telyes at this rate for you have loſt 
the Original, and: cannot tell whes 
ther char Tranflation that you have 
was done by an -honeſt Man ora 
Knave. ae? "EY 

;Burfurther, If this be true, what 
becomes of thar Text which you 
cre,” as the firſt-dorn of your 
fttrength; Ae. 16.18. upon which 
you found 2 I = 
- 2 y * 


ty : for if one ask you, how.'you 
prove the Church infallible >. you 
lay. by «hat 4 ext, Wpop this Rock; 4 
wall, build,pry Church , and the gates of 
bet ſhall nut prevail againft it. . But 
haw.do Vou prove it Shs Text? 
If (as you tay) the Original is. loſt, 
and you cannat tell whether he that 
tranilated it into the Greek was an 
honeg:t man or no? _ - _ +- | 
You come now, pag.22. to a fixth 
Reaſon , which js but the,ſame .in 
effe& with the former, (wz.) That 
wbatſoewer 45 a ſufficient yule, muſt be 
plain and clear in all neceſſary points;: 
. ths Scriptures. (you lay). are wot plain 
and clear in all neceſſary parnts ; there- 
fore, G&c. - This 1s the tumat your 
Argument, and for 'this- you. give 
divers initances of things neceflary 
to ſalvation, that are-nort-ſet-down 
in Scripture;, ., he firſt .is , .1n- pag; 
22.23, That ts not ſet. down 31 Sirgs 
pture. what a Sacrament 15, and how ma- 
zz there be., or whether there be any.or 
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To this I anſwer, That you ſtrive 
about words ; tor it is not neceſſary, 
to ſalvation to believe thar' thoſe 
inſtitutions ſhould be called Sacra- 
ments, which are uſually to called; 
and if it were, then it would be ne- 
ceflary that we ſhould know what 
and how - many Inſtitutions ſhould 
be ſo denominated : bur it ſufhceth 
that thoſe Inſtitutions which we 
call Sacraments, - are plainly fer 
down in Scripture, together with 
the perſyns who thoulds obſerve 
chem, and the manner how they 
ſhould be obſerved, 

You come to a ſecond thing ne- 
ccſlary to be believed that isnor in 
Scripture ; namely, 7Fat all the 
Bvoks of the Holy Scriptures be the word 
of God, his: ſay 1s not abſolutely 
neceſſary to (alvation ; for it ma 
be poſſible for one xo believe all the 
matter of the BibieTo be the Truth . 
of God, and thereupon. be ſaved , 
-who may yet doubt, wheticr every 
. 2 one 
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one of the Pen-men did write by in- 
fpiration. And again, When it is 
aid and believed thar all the mate- 
rial Obje&ts of Faith, and thoſe di- 
vine Veritics which Chritt'revealed 
to his Apoſtles, and they to the 
. Churches, are laid down 1n Scri- 
pture. It is manitelt that the Scri- 
prures themiclyes ' are excepted , 
they being not recelved as the ma- 
terial objedts of our faith) bur as the 
means of conveying them unto us : 
and if a man did believe the Do- 
&rine of ſalvation contained in the 
Scripture, it ſhould not hinder his 
{alvation,though he knew not whe- 
ther there was any Scripture or 
no ? 

Again, Many of thoſe whom you 
Canonize, did not allow of ſome 
part of the Scriptures ; and many 
whole Churches differed about rhe 
Authority of ſome Buuks , which 
Churches muſt albe damned, if the 
believing thoſe Books had been-ne- 
ceſlary to ſalvation. __ 


$..3 3 

You proceed and ſay -in the thixd 
place, That it # neceſſary to ſalvation 
to belzewve the Scriptures to be the Word 
of God, but this (you ſay) ir not plain- 
ly ſet down tn Scripture. Oat : 

| anſwer as before, This belief 
cannot be neceſlary,where the Scri- 
ptures are not propoſed ; for. God 
doth not require men t0 believe 
upon pain of Damnation, when he 

not given means in order 
therunto. 

But 2. Whoever ſhalh cunſult 
the excellent precepts, the glorious 
promiſes, together with that great 
Spirit of Holineſs and Selt-denial 
that is contained in the Scriptures, 
mutt needs ſay, that they have the 
image and ſuperſcription of heaven 
upon them ; and from thence be as 
certainly perſwaded that God was 
the Author of them, as if it had been 
written with the beam of the Sun, 
that ſo many Books are theWord of 
God: nay, and more certain, be- 

| F 4 cauſe 
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caiiſe That one ſentence might 1oo- 
ner have been expunged, or detaced 
out ot the Scriptures thentharSpiric 
of Light and Truth:which breaths in 
the faces and-confctences- uf men, 
from all the quarters of them. 


Your other-in{tances that. follow, 


are {ſuch as-we have cither taken 
notice of already, or elſe they ate 
{uch that arc not neceffary to 1alva- 
tlon,and theretore-are impertinent- 


ly alledged to weaken the guidance - 


and conguct of the Scripture in or- 
der to that bleſſed end. Bur ſince you 
are {oable to lay ſtumbling blocks 
in the way of the Seriptures , that 
ryereby -men - might' ſtumble and 
tall, ler me ſce if youare as able ro 
remove ſome {tumbling blocksthat 
- Heth in the way to vour infallible 
Church. | 

Firit-, Is nor the Sacrament 
of 2ennance, as'your Church tecach- 
cth, neceſlary to ſaivarion ? 

bur 4econdly-,. How can you be 


an-% 
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infallible .chat this. Sacrament is ad- 
miniftred by a true Prieſt > tor if ir 
were:not done; by a true Pricſt, 
then 1t: 1s ineffectual , and fo you 
muſt dic without abſolution; or 
elie you muſt grant that others be= 
ide a Jawtul .Prieft may remit tins, 
But if none can do it but a lawful 
Prictt : 


Then Thirdly, How ſhall you 


-be intalltble of chute rhings that are 


neceſſary ro make a true Pric't 2 as 
firſt, that he was lawfully baptized 
with duc matter and due form of 
words ; and that the Biſhop which 
Ordained him a Priett, did Ordain 
kim complcarly , with due matter , 
form, and intention > You mult 
know that the Eifhop that made 
him a Priceit, was a Fricſt himſclt, 
Bur ſuppaſe thele counts were 
aflayled, which cangot be; and that 
vou' are certain, he that 15 to al- 
tolve you were a true Pricſt; yet 


{ill the doubt will reAain, whether 


| he 
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he will do you that good he can p 
and whether he will pronounce the 
words ofabſolution with an intent 
to abſolve you > For perhaps he. 
may bear you ſome ſecret, grudge; 


and project your damnation ' for'@ | 


revenge, He may, for ought you 
know , be a ſecret ſew , or Anti» 
Trinitarian , and ſo far from in- 
tending your forgiveneſs of {ins , 
and ſalvation by this Sacrament , 
that in his heart he laughs ar all 
theſe things,and thinks {in nothing, 
and.ſalvarton but a word. All theſe 
doubts muſt be clearly reſolved be- 
fore you can ( upon your Roman 
Catholick grounds) aſſure your ſelf 


that this man that abſolveth you 1s 


a true Prieſt, and that he giveth you | 


true and effectual abſolution ; or 
elſe when you have done all this for 
your ſalvation, you may have the 
11] luck to be damned; which makes 
{ſalvation a martcr of chance and not 
- of choice, andit fo, what are you 
rhe 


oy 


| 
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the nearer for-being a. member of a 
pretended infallible Church, Much 
more to this purpole might be ur- 


ged, and yer you cry out, that the 


valvation of Proteſtants-relies upon 


 fallible and uncertain - grounds. 


Whoever would be further ſatis- 
fed in this matter, I ſhall defire him 
to read that learncd Treatiſe of Mr. 
Chill;ngworth, Intituled, The Religion 
of Proteitants, 4 ſafe way to Salvation. 
Your next inſtance is, The Contradt- 
$102, that ſeems to appear in Scriptures, 
which (you fay) argues thews to ſeem 
vatrue, and for this you inſtance, 
2? King, 8. 26. compared with 
2 Chron.22.5, and Mut. 1.17, com- 
pared with Luke 3. 35, 36. which 


| places (you lay) ſeem to contradit each 


oner. | 

I Anſwer Firit, If they are but 
teeming contradiftions, then they 
do not weaken the reputation of 
£riptures, - | 


Second, 


[75]. 
Secondly , The»reſalving thoſe 
ſceming contradictions are not ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, becauſe it is 
nct neceſſary to ſalvation ro know 
when Ahazzia began ro Reign, not 
whether there were 41 or 42 Gc- 
nerations between David and Chriſt; 
and therefore thoſe ObjeCions 
weaken not the guidance of the 
Scriptures inal things neceſlary to 
{alvation, waich is the thing in que- 
ſtion. 

Burt laſtly,why doth your Church 
put her candle under a Buſhel, why 
doth nor ſhe4ct forth an infallible 
rran{Jation of the Bible > For it 
may be thoſe ſeeming contradict- 
ons in thoſe forc-cited places was 
occationed by the Errour of the 
Scribe, or rhe errour of the Tran- 
ſlatour. Bur hath nor greaxer in- 
conveniences attended tne keeping 
the Canons of your Church > 3 
they have not, huw comes it to pals 
that there 15 contradiftions in Scrips 
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ture,>:and none. in Councils > Ir 


: . 


ſeems your Church hath faithfully 
preſerved allthings uncorrupred for 
the benefit of -poſterity;. bur the 
word of God..- You proceed, pag. 

25.10 a {eventh Reaki VWhy t 
Scriptures are ot a ſole guide , becauſe 
then they would have been ſs in the Apo- 
files dayes ; and. if they bad,” then the 
Authority of the Apoſtles (you ſay) 
muſt, have ceaſed: ſo- ſoon as they hg4 
made an end of writzng 2. | 
.: LAnſwer, That it doth not follow 
that -the _ of rhe Scriptures 
being the ſole guide,ſhould exclude 
the: Apoſtles from being . guides 
when they were living... 

May not a Man as well-ſay, that 
Peters being the ſole head of the 
Church: (as you pretend) did. ex- 
clude Chriſt _ (that gave him his 
Authority) from being head  whilc 
he was yer living on. the Earth; and 
that.a 'man.that dire&s and ſolely 
Twides you by Epiſtles, how to ne- 
1 _ gotlate * 


| [78] 
gotiate your affairs,” ſhould thereby 
cealc to be a guide if he were:pres | ) 
tent with. you, or that he ſhould 
thereby, be rendred unable to 16 
ſolve any doubttull word in that di- 
reftion. No more dorh it follows 
that the Scriptures being held to'be 
the {ole guide, ſhould exclude rhe 
Pen-men from either being guides, 
or giving an infallrble interpreta. 
tion of their own words, while t 
were yetalive. Burt what is allthis | 
ro the Romane Church being an in- 
fllible guide z The Apoſtles might | | 
be guides ro the. 'Charches' while | 
they lived; both by their words and 
writings ; Bar frnce they are de: 
ceated, we know no furet guide 
then their words,-ro which ro d6 
well ro take heed, :asto-a light that 
ſhineth 1n a.dark place, : - © 
And for thoſe other*thiings chat 
you fay tullow in probabiliry wpow 
the Scriptures being” our guide g-F 
ſhall ſzy mothing rothers, w— 
| they .. 


[79] 
they ate but probable conje@tures of 
ur own brain, Id 
Your laſt reaſon which you urge, 
why the Scripture is not 2 ie 
Judge, is, Becauſe (you lay) 1n effe8 
tes to make it no judge at all, but to 
wake every man and woman to be therr 
own judge, te take upon them to read and 
#ndertand them. 

May you not as well ſay, that 
your -Church is not the judge, be- 
cauſe every man -and woman mutt 
judge for themſelves, whether ſhe 
be oor no, before they joyne in 
Communion with her : As fay the 
Scriptures are not ſo, beceufe'a man 
muſt judge for himſelf, whether he 
rightly underſtand ir or no > 

Is there not as great a controver- 
fie -in the VVorld, which is the erue 
Church among all the pretenders to 

| tt,as there is which is the right ſenſc 
of- Scriptures among the various 
readings and interpretatiqns there= 
of > Now how Joth 2 mans judg- 
1 ing 
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ing. for. 'himfelf,; after he - hath 
weighed Arguments and compared 
Text. with 4 ext. rendertiie SCrip- 
ture tobe no.guide, any more ther 
your hearing and examining all the 
Arguments and Reaſons 'whichare- 
alledged for the. rue Church'a- 
mong all pretenders.to it and aftex- 
ward according to your underſtand- 
ing. judge which 45s-true, renders 
your4clt, and not;your Church the 
rrue gutde,, Agd- yet this 15 .your 
Argument ,. Every, ; #342 judgeth far 
hwaſelf. which 'ss the true ſenſe 4 \there- 
fore the Scriptures are 4x themſelves us 
Juage at all. A 300 3. eu teg 

;nthec clole of this Argument, -p 
26, You conclude, That; of God I 
wea the ſogls ofy Hen, he voulg bave 
proviged fome ſure meansby whych the 
might have beena{ured of the $rue faith 
&c, without leaving them to;the'Sergp 
Fares.to be. twgerpreted 46 J, ——— 
thinks, beſt. 104-3 7 Fo {10/0 


- 


£ 
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/” May notI reply as before, That 
if God loved the. fouls of men, he 
would have left them ſome ſure 
meansto finde the True ' Church a- 


mong the many falſe pretenders to 
. | 4t;and not haye lett it to themielyes 
, | wo chogle whichChurch in their pri- 


vate Judgement they ſhall think is 
the true one. 

Having done with your negative 
poſitions, viz. That the private ſptrit, 
Reaſon, and Scripture 15 not the ſole 
Juage , you cometo infer from the 
whole, That the Catholick Church is 
this Jugge god that God bad alwayes ſuch 
a Church. | 

This you endeavour to make 
good by ſaying, God bad ſuch a Church 
Two. Thouſaud Tears before any Scrip- 
ture was written ; And to demonſtrate. 
this you ſay ; Crrcamcifion was brought 


| txby Abraham, and prafiiſed by the 


Church without Scripture to try it by, 
CC, 


G I An- 
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.. L Anſwer firft; If the Pope will 
bring -in any new Law or Canon 
with -that Authority as Abraham 
brought-in Circumciſion, we will 
believe him without a Council, or 


deliring him to'prove it by Scrips 


ture, - Burt | | 


Secondly, It ſcems here is ſome | 


other Rule and Guide beitde Rea- 
* fon, Scripture, the private Spirit, 
and the .Church ; for here 15 nv 
Council to __ Circumciſion, 
nor private ſpirit to ſuggeſt it, nor 
ws to pagnice it 5 Bur here1s 
God appearing . to  Abrabam, and 
commanding it by an immedtate 
voice trom Heaven ;z Sv that this 
was Gods way of guiding. his Peos 
ple then,and not by General Couns 
cils, -and of this. opinion is Chryſt4 
Stowe Hom, 1.inMat,who concerves 
Gos wight wſe- other «meags 1; 'and this 
agrees'with that iaying, Heb; 1:13 
God in ſundry times,and in diverſe 
manners \pake to our Fathers by the 
Prophets. s. Laſtly, 


| 
j 
| 
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». Laſtly, It.che Scriptures. are {ye 
able tg many 'ExcEptions (a5 you 


lay) by whichthey ar8xendred ug- 


capable-,,of | being, aus: infallible 


\Guide,,, then 1 demand:how. yon 


know. what.'was tranſacted in rhe 
\Yorld. the firſt 2000. Years; and 
whether.ighere was. any. Church at 
all ig thoſeitimes, -. If: you ſay you 
arc; by che-Hyſtory of the Scxipruves - 
guided ig; belicve what. was done 
2000 Yeass: betorg. the firft Ren» 
man was born ; I demand how:you 
can-belieye this, figge they-are fo 
tallibly gud-ſubjegt rodo.many exe 
ceptions a8 you fay;z:;But turoher, 
may I notwith -more _cgrtitudeibe- 
lieve what. Meſs and all the. Pen- 
men- 6&f..Holy Scriptures writ". of 
things they, were  &y@-wineſles of, 
then. you--\can be: of what - Moſes 
writthe fr& 2000 Years that werc 
expired before be was-born. ? 

// You ome in pag, 27 to a ſecond 
Argumept, Namely, That the Chureb 
Wi. G 2 of 


| 184] 


bf the Fews, were ſo the Jews, (Lſuppoſe | 


you mean an infallible *guide): after 
the Scriptures were written's and. tor 
this purpoſe you cite, Deurt: 157. $; 
The man that will do preſumptioufy, att 
' will a0t hearkento the warce of the Pri 
or «to the Junge that man ball dye, b 
anſwer, The Scripture faith, Pro.16, 
10, Adivine {ſentence 1s in the li 

of rhe King his mouth tranſgreſlerh 
not in judgement ; Dorh ir follow 
from hence, that all Kings are infa} 
lible in-theixjudgemenis : But how 
and by what Rule were theſe prielts 
ro-judge whom the- People were tg 
obey-upon pain of death; - Ezekzel 


«ells us, Chap.-44.' 24. And in Con, 


$70erfie they ſhall and in judgement, 
and they ſhall judge -it according to wh 


Judgement, they ſhall keep my Lawes and 


Statutes in all therr Aſemblies; and hols 
low ' my Sabbaths. - But did 'thelt 
Prieſt. and Judges always judge a& 
cording ts Gods Law 7'' were they 


always infallible in yheir Sentences? 
In How 
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| Hgw.,comes it tv/paſs.. then that 


Azron {1nned in heatkening, to the' 
VOL ne People, when they re- 
uired' hitn to make them a Calf 3 


Bxod. 32. 2. and wv, 7, It is (aid, 


The) had corrupted themf elves, Where 
Was.this, Churches infallibility- ag 
this time-2:;and vi.8.; They turned a- 


frac quick h gut of the way, whic Fe; oth 


wanded thew. And again , where 
was the infallibility of the Prieſt, - 
yhen he appointed them, 7). 3. 7o 
break off thezy earing which were in thetr 
bares to make d Calf 3 Surely in this - 
they wexe an excellent type of the 
Romane Church, who. were quick- 
ly-corrupted from their Primitjye. 
Purity. Again, Ezeb. 22. 26. Itis 
ſaid, The * hay _ wrolated m 

Law, they have prophayed my Holy. 
thejgs, gd -bawe 2-4. gr cM: bd 
Myeex the Holy and Prophane, neither 
hawe. they ſhewed difference between the 
Clean ani the nnclean, and bawe hid 
their ey6s" from my Sabbath, and 1 an 
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Fi phaned wich DA Nelther was 
thische fauſr M, ta few, bur the Text 
fells us,'t 30. That God ſhag ht for 
2h, inolg themh, that foal” vas tofu 
bcb'4 5, # Tot 14 the vefu 
Fr the Gut BY Ag Hotte; 
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r&y. bid you obſerve, t 
aft 'd6, * | 
L Anſwer; If by ſitting Int wy 6: 's 
chair,y Ott dnderff andthe It teachin 
che” Peop? c according 70 Wt fox Law, 
c WC, 
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weare'of your mind, for {ſo 'itap- 
peats in; the forecited Text '1n 
Ezekiel; and in all-tuch things the 
People were to hearken' ro then, 
But if by {itting in Aoſes Chair you 
underſtand thetr Publick Authority, 
and that whatſocver they to taught 
was infallible , This I deny, torthey 
did tometimes like the. Pope, XMarkt 
7: 74 Teach for Doftrines the Command- 
ments of men, and v, 8. Laid aſide the 
Commanaments of God (as you. do . 
the Scriptures) that they might heldahbe 
tradittons of men, and v. 13. Made 
the-Ward of God of. none effe by. thetr 
traditions, Bur it the Church of the 
Jews which was repreſented inthe 
oreat Sjn-drion could not erre, then 
1t followeth, that all ChriſtianRelt- 
gion atfiit be diſcarded. For it ſhe 
was infallible in that - judgement, 
ſhe made of' Chrift and: his Do- 
&rine, then there remains nothing, 
but that we renounce both him and 


it, and turn either Jews or*Pagans, 


G 4 But 
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- Burt laſtly, Ir appears that Chriſt | 


himſelf had not this opinion af the 
anfallibility of the. Jewiſh Charch, 
which you have, becauſc then: ie 
ſhoukd have referred all he 'taught 
robe decided by them, whether tr 
weretrue or no, But inſtead there 
of :he appeals.to the Scriptures, ant 
offers Humielt and his Uoctrine (as 
we do at this day) to ſtand or tall by 
their verdidt,and ta their Aathority 
of the Charch he oppoſeth-that of 
the Scripture, to which he knew the 
-other ought: to give place, John 5, 
139.45. dat. 22. 42, 43, 44. Luke 
24.27. | 
You come in the third place, in p. 
27.28. to prove.that there ſhall be an 
infallible Church under the Naw TeHa- 
ent, your | cxts are Eſay2.,2, 3. 
Eſay 35+ 8. 54. 3-13, 17. Eſay 59% 
21. Efay 60, I0, 12, £21] 
To which I Anſwer, Firſt  VWhy 


are theſe Texts brought to-provean- 


infallible Church,-when the Fexes 


ky wt  —_ 


thems-.. 


we 
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|- themſelves (you ay) arenoinfalli- 


ble guide, how then canthey;guide 
ns 9 - your infallible Chuzch. 2 
But , - | | 

1-2; How doth it appear that theſe 
Texts are tq be applied to the 
Church of the New Teſtament > 
Much leſs, doth 'it appear, that they 
are to be applyed to your Roman 
Church, | 
- . 3 Theſe promiſesto the Church 
are made upon condition, like that 
promiſe, Ezekiel 36, 27, £ will. pat 
my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to: 
walk in myatutes; here (to uſc. your 
own words) 4 the Spirit of Truth 
promiſed to preſerve them from errour, 
But this is not . abſolutely promited 
without condition ; for the 37 wer. 
ſaith, For all thu he will te enquired 
of them. And to this agrees thofe 


- Texts inthe New Teſtament, 43. 


5: 32. The holy 'Ghoſt which God bath 
promiſed to them that obey hiw,, Luke 
LI. 13. ' My beaventy Father ſtall git'e 


| [99] bs ir 

the Holy Spiret 'te ther thet ak him; 
By all which'tt appears that God 
did nor promiſe toguidethe Church 
abſolutely and irretiſtably, whether 


they would" or no : but upon their, 


faithful adhering to what they had 
been taught, he promiſeth his Spi- 
rits continual ſupply for their con- 
finndt inſtruction. Ss 011,236 
__ But 4., Wherezs it is laid, 'Eſaz 
35,8: that "there ſhall be '@ way that 
Fidlt fhall nit" ber therein, (whitli is a 
T&trfo' muck tnfifted on' by you: 
F d&hand whether this Text doth 
imply an impotyibility of*erring 3 
If fo, then' we may'as well go toa 
Fool to be guided, as to a Pope, be= 
_ caitfe' it 1arth';- The wavmerihe” men 
though. Fools, ſhall ot err th2Ptin © {9 
that'this. Text as ttuly concludes in- 
fallib1ity in any body,as in rhePope 
and his Counci}, © 
Bur 5. To ſpeak fomewhat in 
particular ro that Text, Eſay 59.21, 
As for ne this u my Covenant with them 
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yoke ben mg "[pFrit that ie wpon 
oth &% ol of PF btve par 3s 
# Herb id! trot Heppihh "hut of t 
* th, 2h oat hehne 4 th +4 .. 
bit but of the "nokth of thy 6s fred 
frban Þrncef, orth aid forever, * 
«NPE this Texrl anſwer, 'Fhar theſe 


with are rathev'# charge thar Gods 


VWord ſhould'yoride from tlie 
PRE feed; then nn y off a< 
nPHH thaa$ < And thaefore 
PU Colt thrbdret OB Eommerttres 
Ge fiaHHche' r&6? O6067 
me tha tHe words wilP Bear”#f1 
hitperative ebnftiutiony, God Fo 
quiring . them thereby Hor : 
Her hi his rfr, THIN BE riedin- 
"Yorf2ke Hi AVbr@ 
Hrth vet (AOuk! reach? thifn';, fo 
t & HOO5Ycnatits ons 'pare; to 
$iFCthem hiS\VBtd and! Lrtr, {0 
1d fequitEs oh qheir park thar they 
ſhould nor refift tor queneh i it: and 
& this agtces. Jum, and' therefore 
he'fran ares thofe words in the be 
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gianing. of rhe verſe, 4. for, , 


De me autem , 1.0. byt.as much as 
CONCErns me : rhereby. hewing ingabe 
as God had Concernec himatelf in 


putting his Word and Spirit hn | 


them , {o they were concerne 
(ee that it did not depart from Fs 
And therefore unlels, you can prove, 
that the / Church. of Rome 15th" 
Chutch here prophelied of : andial- 
« forthat theſe Texts are not _— 
ſtobd conditionally ; and it: condi- 
tionally , thatzhe Church of - Koxve: 
hath li theſe conditions, you 
have but beaten the ais it the Cita- 
tion of them. 


You. proceed ta waurth FRE: | 


ment to prove that there muſt be art 
infallible Church, from” ſeveral 
Texts of the New Teſtament - the 
firft is, Mar. 16. 19. MNpon this Rock 
will buil4 my Church , and the gates . 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt tt." = 

To which | anſwer, Firit, that 
you have loſt the Original of Se; Aa- 


| thens | 
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thews Goſpel, (as you confefs) and 
therefore you know nbt-whether 
this Text be {o. in the Original, and. 
this further appears becauſe you ſay, 


pag..20, that: you cannot tell whe- 


ther he that tranſlated it was an ho- 

neſt. mart or nor. | x. 
- But, 2, The words upon which 

this Controvyerſie depends (w1z.), 
the Rock and the Gares of Hell are. 
a Metaphorical expreſsion , from 

whence Logically you cannot in- 

fer your concluſion, 

3. No Scripture is of private in- 
rerpretation : Now to interpret the. 
prevailing of the gates of Hell, for 
the prevailing of-Errour, is a pri- 
vate interpretation, firſt, becauſe 
Erronr and Herefie is never ſfocal- 


led in all- the Scripture-: 2, Bc» 


cauſe Sheol, which the Greek tran- 
flates bazder or hazdes, and we in 


Engliſh Hell, is frequently raken 
heG 


for 


Andof this raind-was Ghryſoftoam, 
"Oe who 


£24]. 


who parapluaſing wppn theſe words 
, . of Chriſtsdaith, thegates of Hell 
net. prigacl agent the, Cherdh, 
| much wore all tbey ag grevail aalnf 

Cbrift ;. therefore Z ah tronbled when 


crucified; , By which-4t, doth appear 
that this Author yndentands —_ 
gates of Hell prewazling,, $hat Þ 
and the Grave. ſhould geither | W 
yail over Chriſt nar his Churchzang 
therefore; þe could! .nÞt her hou 
thereby that it was. a, promile the 
Church-fhould not err;- 3nd that the 
/ gates of -Hell' is ungerit>od for the 
gates of the Grave, {£6 Eſay 38.10; 
Hez:ckiab (aid when the tear of death 
came. upon him; that : he ſhould £9 ts 
the. gates of  Sheol'; wyts Grave. 50 
Jo 38, 17. #fuls 95 IJ Pal, Fog 


a Agnie. As the Cates of Hell cord 
not — underſtood for Error, fo-the 
Rock here ſpoken of, cannot be ug; 
2—— Peters pexſon, _— 


thog ſlats he that 4 am betrayed. dg 
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+15 more agreeing: with. the ſenſe 


of the place , being compared with - 
other Scriptures, and- the Analogie 
of Faith--ro underſtand it of Chrift, 
who is the: Rock of Ages , and the 


;chict Corner-{tone, Epheſ.2.20.and 


1Cor,10.4. they drank of that ſpi- 
ritual: Rock that followed them; 
and that Rock was Chriſt, -- 

. $0 that Peter having profeſſed 
Chriſt co. be the Son of the living 
God , our Lord tells him, that Kpon: 
this Rock ( or Chrift, whom he had 
made profeſſion of ) be would bucld hes 
Church z and that though he might 
be put ro death (to uſe the wards of 


| Chryſoftome) yet Peter ought -nor to 


be troubled , becauſe dearth ſhould 
not have dominion over him, - the 
gates of death ſhould nor prevail a- 
gainſt him, who will ſwallow up 
death 4ngvictory,” . ? - | 
Burlaftly, Whar if we piry the 
poor, and grant you that which you 
are/ never able ro- prove; rc 
$$: at. 


a6] 


vailing;: ſhould be-underſtogd, that. 


-Errour and Herefie:ſhaukd not pre- 
vail againft .the. Church: Yet i 
dath not. tollow trom hence, - that 
the Church ſhall be preſerved from 
all Errqur. Might you not as well 
ſay, that none that believe can fin, 
becauſe (in ſhall not haye domini- 


on-over them; and that it was: un- 


olsible for Saints to die, \becauyſe 

hriſt bath promiſed them the vis 
a Hate: as fay, that be: 
cauſe-Chriſt. bath promaſed Errour 
hall-nor-preyail over them , thar 
therefore: it is impoſyuble the 
Church ſhould err in any thing. . 
- Yournext Scripture is, Mat. 18, 
I7.. He that will-not bear the Church, 
tet bym be unta thee a5.a Heathen or 6 

I anſwer, r Ir doth nat follow 
from hence that the Charch-can- 
| norert, ng more then it followeth 
| Som your former Argumpnrs; _ 


_ 
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the Scribes and «Phariſees coyld not 


err, becauſe Chriſt commanded to 
hear them.z Bar, 

2 This '1ext proves more. then 
you allow ; tor it proves, that par- 
ztcular Churches cannot err; for 
of 1uch a Church Chriſt ſpeaks, and 
not of the Church repreſentatiye in 
a general Council; my reaſon is, - 
becauſe one that is offended with 
his brother , it he cannot reclaim 
him,he muſt tell the Church, which 
cannot be anderſtood for any, but 
that particular Church among 
whom he reſides ; which, you ſay, 
are {uch as may err in. judgment, 

3 Bythe ſame parity ot reaſon., 
a {ingle private, man cannot err, be- 
cauſe the TExt.ſaith, he ought. to be - 
heard if headmoniſh his brother of 
his fault, .er.15,16,17, and that it 
ts this brothers fin if he do not hear: 
him :' and the Text further ſaith , 
If his-brother do hear him, that he 


But 


[98] 
Burt if this brother might err, 
thenhe might err in admoniſhing, 
and the admoniſhed perſon in itead 
of being gained to the Truth, might 
be gained to an errour, This 1s the 
ſum of your Argument, I am to 
hear the Church , therefore rhe 
Church cannot err ; might you not 
as Logically inter , that becauſe 
1 am to hear a ſingle private bro. ' 
ther, therefore a {ingle private bro. 
ther cannot err, and by this you 
would make all the Sons of your 
Chnrch infallib'e ,' like the Pope 
your Father ; and by this rule Pa- 
rents are infallible, becauſe they 
muſt be heard by their children. 
Your 'next Scriptures are, Mat. 
28.20, LoTammwmith you always to the 
end of the world : and Joh.24.16, / 
wil pray the Father, apd be will ſend you 
another Comforter , that he may abide 
with you for ever , even the Spirit of 
Truth, which the World cannot receive : 
and ver.26.' The Comforter, _— 
; the 


[99] 
the Holy Ghoſt which the Father will ſerd 
1 my name , he ſhall teach you all things, 
and brizg all things into your remem- 
braxce whatſoever 1 have ſaid uato 
you : and Chap, 16:17, 1have ma- 
ay things to ſayunto you , but you cannot 
hear them now ; bowbett, when the Spi- 
ru: of Truth ts come , he will guide you 
zzto all Truth. 

From which you inter , that zf 
Chriſt and his Spirit ſhould be with his 
Apoſtles for ever , to lead them into all 
Truth ; it follows , they ſhall be pre- 
ſerved from all errour, 

To whichl1 anſwer, 1. That this 
Text in St. Mathew cannot be, a 
good argument for you , becauſe 
(you ſay) you have loſt the Origi- 
nal of St, Mathews Goſpel, and can- 
not tell whether he that did tran- 
{late it, was an honeſt man or no. 

2 The $pirir of Chrilt might pre- 
ſervethe Apoltles from all Errour, 
and yet not be engaged to ſecure 
the Church from erring to the end 

of the World. H 2 Bur 
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But 3 Ianſwer further , If this 


promiſe was made that the Hol 
dpirit ſhould lead the Church in 
- all Ages, into all Truth, ir doth not 
follow (as I have ſaid) that it ſhould 
lead them irretiſtably ; though -ir 
might lead them ſujhciently. 
But 4. May I not as well 
infer , that becauſe the Spirit was 
romited- to convince the World 
of fin, becauſe they believe not in 
Chriſt, that therefore all the world 
cannot be bur effectually and irreſi- 
ſtably convinced , as you may ſay, 
thar becauſe the Spirit is promiſed 
to lead into all Truth, that :there- 
fore the Church cannot err , but 
muſt be effectually ſo led. 
-.5 Iris called the Spirit of Truth 
which the World carinor- receive, 
mcaning notorious | and - wicked 
men. - Now then this Spirit gome 
of thoſe ,Popes which yon call the 
Apo'Yes ſucceſſors , could not have, 
becauſe: many of them haye been 
J | .noto- 


Frort] 
notoriouſly and.conteſſedly wicked, 
all waich doth plainly thew, thar 
this promile of the Spirit was made 
ro direct and guide us intoa turther 
knowledge oft the 'Iruth , till we 
come to be pertcct in Chriit., upon 
conditton that we arc ftaltatal 1n 
what we a:rcady know. 3 1KC un- 
Lo that promiſe, Joh, 17. 17. If any 
#/4n ao ij33 will, he ſuall {nos of by. dd- 
trine *. and'to this agrees the Rhems 
Teitament, tranflating that 1 ext of 
Toba 14.1516, If youlowe me Keep 
my commandements , and I will pray the 
Father, and be will give you another Pas 
zaclete that b» may abide with you fur 
ever, Now how can be infallible 
taat the Pope 15 thus guided, un'c(s 
| do intallioly know that he Joves 
God and keeps his Commance- 
ments 2 | 

6 Youlay, L247 mmtoall Truta, 
mmplies preſer VI; tf, 098 all eCNVOUYN « but. 
this tollows not, na moze, then be- 
cauſe the Sc:ipturcs ſay, Gods 
I 3 TOOG® 
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goodnels leads ro Repentance, that 
therctore all men ſhould be preſer- 
ved trom 1mpenitency. 

And faitly, It leading into all 
truth, implies preſerving from all 
Error , how comes 1t to pal:, that 
{iince your Church (as you lay) 1s 
an intailible guide into all 1ruth , 
that ſhe doth not preſerve all her 
{5ns from all Errour > And 1t you 
ſhall ſay ſ:e doth guide them all 
fuſhciently. chough nor efficiently, 
although ther be falſe, yet you have 
an{wered your ſelf, For though 
Gods Spirit and goodnets be fuſhct- 
ent to lead to Truth and Repen- 
tance, yet1t doth not follow , but 
there are (as {ad experience -tcach- 
cth) multitudes of erring and tm- 
penitent perſons, 

Your next Text 1s , Epheſ, 4. 11. 
He gave ſome 1rophets, jome twan- 
gel:iſts, ſome Paſtors, and ſume Tea- 
chers, for pirfefing the Saints , for 
the work of the 11 nijtry, fer the ed:- 


J).'ng 
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ſing the body of Christ til] we 'come 
mn the union of the faith; and vcr. 
L4. that we be no more children 
underſtanding, &c, rom which 
Text you would prove taat the tuc- 
cc{>zion of the Apotiles in. the 
Church, was to prclerve peopic 
from being tofled_t5 and tro with 
every wind of Doctrine , bat wuat 
then > doththis prove the Church 
cannot err > This means was ulſcd 
by God for tne perteCting ot Saints, 
and yet we ſec that they are full of 
imperteftions. Thus God may 
teach, aud the Church nut learn; 
Gods Spirit may lcad, and tne 
Caurch (like Rimze) way be rctra- 
ctory, | 
Your laſt Text 1s, 1 Tm. 3,15. 
The Church of the l:w41n7 God, the Pil- 
lar and ground of Tru:h, Hence you 
would inter , that the Church cannot 
err, becauſe we may ſecurely relye upon 
her. as upen a Pillay, To wilch 1 an- 
(wer, That thcſe words do not re- 
| il 4 ipect 
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ſpc& the univerſal Church) as you' 
would have it, bur the particular 
"Church which Timothy had the 
overtight cf, in which Payl admo- 
niſherh him Va he ſhould behave 
himſelt. 

But 2. |t this were granted that 
thc univerſal Churchis here meant, 
an1nota particular Church; I .an- 
{wer that tits Proves nothing to 
your putpolc. becauteC hurches and 

veople receive their denomination 
ordinarily trom what they thould 
be in pornt of Duty., and-not trom 
what they are by necctsity, 1hus 

tic Diſciples are called the Salt of 
t1e Earth, becauſe they were in du- 
ty to be o. ana not that there, Was a 
necelviry tat they could not bave 
been otherwi lc; elſe it had been in 
Vain tO chreaten them rhat it they 
loſt their ſavour they thould be good 
tor nothing, bnt to be trodden under 
foot. In like manner the Church 
1s the Pilar of Truth, and ground of 


| ruth” | 
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Truth 1n point .gt -Quty;z and: yer 
this doth nor linder, but ſhe may 
neglect and violate this Duty, and 
become the Teacher of Errour. 

Bur laſtly, The Church may be 
the Pillar and Ground cf, I ruth, 
nor only becauſe ſhe ſhould be ſo, 
but becauſe inall Ages ſhe 13 10, in 
that ſhe teacheth and matintatineth 
all things ncccſary to ſalvation, but 
yet ſhe may torall that crxc, and be 
. miſtaken'in ſome protkitable points; 
and as a Man may be a man that 
hath tome PEE and dctormity 
ot Body, ſo may the Church bea 
true Church, though it may be cor- 
rupt in Doctrine and Practite,which 
it will hardly be freed from till 
the day in which ſhe i} a!l be pre- 
{cnted.toher huſbanda chaſt ſpouſe 
without. ſpot or wrinkle,, or any 
tuch thing. | 
You proceed, and in p, 39. Al- 

igne a fifth Argument, That the 
Church of God was the Rule 5514 Turge, 
and 
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#nd the Infallble Guide, when Chyiff 


and his Apoſtles was upon the Earth, 
From whence you would inter, that 


it is1{o ſtHl;-Sir, 1 can very well 
own the Antecedent, an1 deny the. 
Conſequence : Bur you lay, 7heze, 
75 no Reaſon why the Church ſbavld nat | 
te ſo hill, unle [{it be ſaid that the Apa- | 
files were Infallibls Guides till the Ca- 


non of the Scripture was finiſhed, and 
that then Infallibility ceaſed, &&c, But 
then (you ſay) what, will be th- Con- 
ſequence ;, if that the Canon of the 
Scripture which the Avoſtles finiſhed be 
now uncompleated by.the off of thoſe E- 
piſtles, and Parcels of the Apoſtles Wre- 
11x95, which (you ſay) you have proved 
to be loft. 

I "=" It will not follow that 
we ſhall nced your b ind guide,' if 
what you ſay were true : Bur Se- 
condly, It follows that your Church 
is fallible , .becauſe ſhe hath not 
faithfully kept thoſe Epiſtles, that 
the faith, were commuted to her 


truit, | 
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traſt, as L have told you-once, and a- 
ain, bs + 71 

Thirdly, Whereas you ſay, p.31, 
If we had the whole Canon, yet « neeg” 
not ſuſſicrent to decide all Controwerfies 
now on foot in matters of Faith. vir, 
tits 15 but the ſame over and over, 
tr doth it tollow, that becauſe all 
Controverſies arc nut decided, that 
therefore the Scripture 1s not {ut- 
ficient to decide them 2 Surely then 
it follows, your Church is not f{ut- 
hcient to decide all Controverfies, 
becaufe the Controverlie betwcen 
the ]cfuites, and the Dominicans, 
and the Franciſcans, and the Do- 
minicans are not yct decided, 

But Laſtly, You may as well fay, 
that the Grace of God doth not 1ut- 
ficiently teach Men to deny ungod- 
Jincts, and worldly Juſt, becauſe the 
world lyes in wickedncts. as {ay the 
(©criptures arc not ſuthcicnt to de- 
cide Controveriics In | aith. be- 
ca tie Cuintrouertic> In 1aith are 
not 


198, 
not decided, This js your Romith 
Reaſoning. - ' 

You come to-your laſt: Reaſon, 
in pag. 32. and. tell us, That noze of 
thoſe arfficulties that were propoſed ta, 
prove the Scripture not to be the Rule, 
are capable of veins ubjected azarnſt the 
Church, _., | 

This Argument I nave alrcady 
Anſwered, by ihewing that the 
ſame and greater abſurdities arc ob- 
jected, againſt your Church, ,/ But 
however | will Examine your Firit 
Reaſon, ſince 1 have not yet mer 
with it;and that 1s, Becauſe the Church 
(you ſay )zs capable of anſwering thaſe 
eras, for which it 15 propoſed, in that all 
that fe ubmt to it, are of one Faith, 

I Anſ{wer, Then the,Church of 


Enzland may be this Frue Church, 


for all that ſubmit to her are of one 
Faith, and it anyare not, 1t 1s be- 
caute they {ubmir not, 


Your other Reaſons have fallen 
under con:iideration in the Anſwer- 


ng . 


i. 
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ing-of your Arguments about: the 
invalidity of the Scripture,towhich 
| reter the Reader, tk 
You proceed to: Anfwer an Ob- 
jections pag. 32. which you-layz15, 
made by thoſe of the ſeparation (viz.) 
that theſe Texts, which you have.urged, 
are ta be underftood by the Church Tri- 
wwphant, and not of the Church Milt- 
tant in the World, And after you have 
ſet up this puppet of your own (as 
you phraſe it) or man of ſtraw, you 
{pend your 33, 34, and'35 Pages tO 
ght againlt ir, and therefore I ſhall 
donothing to part the fray, becauſe 
that ſuppoſed notion is no friend of 
mine ; therefore I ſhall leave you 
to ſtruggle with it as well as you 
can, 

Having taken it for granted, that 


| there muſt be an infallible Church, 


you'come in the laſt place,' pag. 36. 
to reſ{olye which is this Church,and 


this (you ſay) is theRoman Church; 
thc'tumm of your Argument s 1s 
5 this : 
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this ; God hath appormed ſame Church 
pen Earth to be our Infalltble Juaze ; 
Ergo, the Roman Church muſt needs be 
this Infallttle Church becauſe no Church 


Rowan Church) can be this Irnfallible 
Church... | 

I Anſwer, That this in effe& is a 
- Womans Reaſon, to ſay, that you 
are Infallible, becauſe you are In- 
fallible, tor you ſay, The Roman 


Church muſt weeds be ſo, becauſe none | 


hut the Roman Church can be ſo, No 
marvel you tell us Reaſon muſt not 
be our Jadze, for tear it ſhould 
condemn fuch un-manlike Argu- 
ing : Bat you add further, pag. 37. 
That the 'Charch which is appornted by 
God to be this Infallitle Tudze, mwit 
needs bawe this condition, that ſhe own 
ber #afaltbility, 

To which I Anſwer, That then 
there wasno True Church the firlt 
300 years, becaule that there was 
nonethat eyer owned [nfallib{lity 
in 


bd 


differ tis from 4t (that ts. none but the }- 
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in your ſenſe, -unlets it were the 
Church of Laodrces, who like Rowe, 
{aid ſhe was rich, and increaſed in 
goods., and had need of nothing, 


: whereas ſhe was poor, and miſcr- 


able, blind, and naked. 
So that the whole Argument 1s 


-made up of preſumption, for you 


prcfume {ome Church is Infallible, 
and then you preſume your Church 
mult needs be ſo, becauſe no other 
Church own themſelves to be In- 
fallible z but you, muſt needs give 
us a better Reaſon, orelſe, while 
we make any uſe of Reaſon, we 
ſhall nor believe it to be ſo; for 
what if any Church ſhould have 
the confidence 'to call themiclyes 
Intallible , then- your Argumene 
would fall'to the ground, and the 
Queſtion would then be to be deci- 


'ded erther by the Word, or by the 


Sword, which ot the two were truly 
Infallible, 


Having 
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Having Anſwered your Argu- 

ments, 1 ſhall propoſe a few Que- 
ſtions to coniiderations, wherewith- 
all I ſhall conclude, 

| Whereas you ſay, There muſt he 
an Inftallible Church on Earth to 
judge of all differences? ; and thar 
this Church conſiſts of a Pope reci« 
ding in, and defining with a general 
Council, in which it is repreſented 
by its Paſtours out of all Nations ; 
Iqueriefirſt, How was the Church 
guided for the firſt 300 years, inall 
-which time there was no ſuch ge- 
neral Council > | 

Secondly, In what time and place 
was the Church ever ſo univerſally 
repreſented by her Paſtours our of 
all Nations, it not, then how could 
ſhe be Infallible, being not ſo re- 
preſented > | 

Thirdly , If rhe Church be \no 
otherwiſe Infallible, but by general 
Councils, as aforeſaid, then: how. 
can we be guided, when there is no | 

General 
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Generg},Cou meth, £4.36;Fht5 day. 2. . 
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how. ihall 4 AUC, underliat d, that. 
thole,, Laws and Canons. ars truly. 
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that-I underſtand Age? = 
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Sixthly., Bur ſuppoſe the. Pape 
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which caſes. ft 
full Popes, 1 wo en know how 
1 _- ſure of a Wo Council; 

_I X.-.Since there. mv be. Away 
a-lawtull ſucceſſion, of | Yopes., ko 
make @ lawfull tacce won of Tue 

inifters z How (hall I. know 
allibly that the Minilter char I Fain 
did lawtully ſo ſucceed ; and this E 
would know, bccaute ithe be hor 4 
lawfull Miniſter,l may not Janfialy 
hear him; And {ince that ſomelor 
Hereticks haye been Popes ,* 
ſometimes the Chair.hath "V7; a 
ſurped, and once a Woman was 
Pope ,. and ſomczimes there hath 
been two at once z How, (hall Ithar 
am to hear a private Paſtour” know 
whether his rdination did ſucceed 
' froma lawtull i ope, and not From 
ſome of rhele ? 

X, How ſhall, I_ "know © what 
Council l may. infallibl adhere un- 
to, ſinge ane Council: |' hath oppoled 


another, and ſome cleave to one 
L'2 Counct, 


£24 } 
Countiſ: and nd Tone To Inother the 
Roman Chiitch they teſtrin the Ni 
Cee + Cound 7h he Greet” | Church 
they teſt 19, the "Council of Armi- 
mum, 'both which, are contrary th 
the other \ ow "(ndlt any ore be 
affured” of the” truth 'of "atl-thofe 
RINgs.\ with TE certitude? And 
ye} you. ma c the Woke believe 
thata gur Wa Gare i4in, that 
We z BY tr HAR cha 
TT PEures ar Ire Joabrfill" 1dCcs; 
peri no- Rel: 7 A in the"\ | eld is 
peepigsed with 
V.2UrLS, 
i 1, If your 7 RAE Church be 
kj Jnfatble © Church,/and/allker 
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Joctrines Inta/hble; ten I querie, 
1t.be r not f nfull ro. doubr* of tic 
ruth of wharſhe reacheth'> * 


. at) It jr ÞC not a' fit to 46ibt 
" What, Hot Church reacherh , 
en.) ; why da u blame us'for qe: 

AUR vhs th "Ni ability > fe 9: 
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XII, -Butifit be a fin ts queſtion 
the Chyrches Y6Ctrine, then how 
came the-Bare4ns tobe commended 
for-ſearching the. Scriptures” to: ſet 
- if what Paul preached was 10 orinot;' 
and whether might not their ſearch- 
yg the Scriprures have ran- them 
upon all thoſe 'inconveniencies of 
mitaking by falle Pointings, corru- 
pted Topics, falſe [nterpretarzons, 
ror eheltiplying ot ScCts and: He- 
rericks; 'if ir might, why are they 
* commended for {carching:3 ; 
XEV: How can: the reatoan of the 
Jews erring be”, :*becauſe they did 
nut know the Sexiprures., "1t rhe 
knowledge of them ould not have 
beet #ſuftcient guide ro the Truth> 
XV; But it/ you ſhall ſay, we 
cafifior know the Scriptures bur by 
the# true 'Churehv.; then 41 querie, : 
| how 'ſhallI know the rrue Church , 
ſince there arc-as many” different 'o- 
inions abour © wliich 1s the true 
Church, as there is about-which is 
the 


the rrue {enſe of Srigeures FTP 

 X V4. 1!f you ay the Scriptures 
decide the queſtion, and guide us to 
the true Church, then wherhet: this 
be.not ta ſpeak Daggers, .ro prove 
the knowledge of the Scriptures by 


the Church , and: the knowledge | 


of the Church by.the Scriptures 2-,, 
XY 11. Butt you ſay-we. know 
the Church by unzverſal Tradition, 


then;lquerie,wherber your Church * 


can be 4o known, 1{incc a-great pars 
of the Chriſtian ,VYorld, bath and 
doth dilown.her ; witneſs the Greek 
Church, together with moſt of, zhe 
Churghes in Europe? / 


_NX'VILL. Whether then you can 


' ſhew ſuch an univerſal Tradition 


Ls 


tor yaur Pope and Church , as/we 
can-do for the Scriptures, to which 
we do, well to rake heed,, as; to a 
light that ſhincrh. in a dark place 
till che day dawn, and the Day-ſtar 
ari{c in our hearts, 


XI X. Where was the Infallibi- F 
| Ity 


| God, and Fw pull down all kind of Re- 
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lity of the Roman Church in the © NE 5 
time of Athanaſuw , when he com-. > Shs 
plained, totw mundu Arianizat, that "3% 
the whole world Ar;anized. ; -_ 

X X. I demand, Where will be 8 
the Viſibility and Infallibility of # 
your Roman Church in the time of 3 
the great Aptichreſt > which your ® 
Rhemiſh Annotators ſay ſhall come to- 
wards the end of the World, and aboliſh 
the publick Exerciſe of all Religion , 
wherein conſifteth the worſhip of K . true 


ligiow worſhip ſave that which ſhall be 
done to himſelf alone : See Rhem. An- 
zot. on 2 Theſſ. 2, 44 How will your 
Church appear conſpicuouſly and 
univerſally to be 2 guide to Fools 
infallibly in thoſe days : > 


\ 


